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x doth darken the truth rather then 
ifcover ir, 8 ct up the wiſdomof man 
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bir of Beaſiv5kins? And'S 


On 


Tl 


es of then bleſt - Saints- 0 {2 
51 Il. howthat they were ge 6 7 
E ek Goats Skins ayd Camels hair: = | 
- wanicy is 'it then for us to be ſo curious F 
, | in,apparel ? and to take ſuch Pride 
| |: thercin, as moſt do'at this: day 3 never *. 
* ganfidering choſe words, 1/z. 40. 6,7- 
- The wg#ce ſaidzCry. And he ſaid,what ſhall 
=” 04 fleſh is aſs, and all the good- 
E lineſs thereof as the flower: of the field: | 
- The" graſs withereth, the flower fadeth,he> * 
| ene the Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it z 
the ;peaple is graſs. Pal. 90. gs, 
oe ſpend 0ut days 45.4 tale that us told, but 
is Jomegimes longer in telling then 
© man .is dyin Let them that have © 
owes, bes 7 4 ey had none, faith Paul : 
, there isthe Dodrine. - + 
2.1. days are ſwifter then a Weavers 
\ Shuts » fairh "ah + there is che Rea FT; 


—= 
May 


-*.,0 teach we-ſo to number my days, Ii 
"1 David, Pal. 90.12. that 1 may « 
ply beart to wiſdom; rhereis the 


oþ 
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"oF carhrab 3; corth, beers H 
# Fe. Lord, Jer.-22. 29. w «vant 7 
Why doth the Propher ncnaleed | 
earth three rimeszis it not for'this cauſet 1 
VIA. 3 044 1 
5 T Becauſe we came fromthe eattht? 

2. Becauſe ar che"beſt we are "but * 
{|  cearth. 4 .Q+.-4 
3. Becauſe we e ſhall ſpeedily revatm-; | 
to the earch, which is our propos Cen” . 
ter. | 25303 +2 
Man is born to crodble; as che ſpatks | J 
flic upward; and all theſe troubles:tomie->: 
in thick one afcer another; like Jobs "Tas. : 
telligencers, 0b 1.'13, 14, 15,16; 
18, 19, > "ID- * "7 13B5 47 oy 
And each of theſe ſummons the fait 
to come forth of that rotren Gouſeali 
body : when thy toorh doth ale; ones 
-\/ the beſt beams in rhy houſe 8c yu zen 
ro crack; and ſoon aftef, cad». curable 
diſeaſe or other faſtens: / hou -- 
and hen the Spirit aſcends upwaid;gnd” 
>y oy downward; mg evar 


<4 


2 +): 
o -B 
_ Q - 
\ 4 
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Up mocher,7 mg 14-4 haviſed $4.C07- 1 | 


* Shonart my mother , ſiſter and brother; So 
| Ttheearth recurns ro'its earch, the fire r9 
ts center, the water to its water, the air 
 toirs ownplace : and fo that which Was 
+. duſt atfirſt, becomes duſt again. Ger. 3. 
- 19. For duſt thou art, and unte duſti thog 
- batt nethin + And thac ſpeedily ; ; forrhy 
- dayes benor only as fwift , bur fwifter 
- then the Weavers ſhuttle. ' 
»7Gonſider, how many thoufand ſoules 
L > Had cheir being in this life many weeks, 


| == moneths , yea many yeares 


Ethau had(t thy being , and they be 
eady turned to tae duſt from whence 
| khey.came, and thou doeſt' yer remain 
FH =4$ up and down thy Mother the 
Ler this teach thee two things. 
” +: Eirſt, Admire the pleaſure of G: ad , 
hd ay; Whar ſhould be the cauſe that 
 Iremkiinupon-the carth? ſurely the Lord 
_ Enpeiterh ſonehing co be done by me : 
|. Olrtet me doi ſpeedily, before I die, 
| - and beno more ſeen ! . JC- 


=—_ 


ruption.thou art my father, & yo the worn, | 


 abtthe "wifrneſsthereef unfolded... 7g Fa 
Secondly; conſider,” That ilch6ughs* 
thou are yeralive;thy timeis evenrat an 
end : for thou maſt cart off like a Weave, ; 
and be no more ſeen, Ta.38.12. 
I Now if if it beſo, that our Jayidad 4 
ſwifter then the Weavers ſhurle.y' and 
our life ſo ſhort , thav vhe ſwiſteſt and + 
ſhotceſt things we read: of in Scripturez | 
are not {wifc, ſhort,: and frail enough-to * 
compare mans life unto : I ſay,if this be  . 
true, then by way of Uſe'there be many -* 
conſiderable things forus to know and » 
doe. 
Vſe x. Firſt then, the ſerious conkdas 
ration of theſe foregoing things idoth 
beſpeak our care and diligence immedi» 
atly to ſerabour the doing of thatwhich: | 
moſt men do wiſh they had done when” 
| , they lie a dying  aying,Ohchar ny 7 
ro live again, how circumſpey would 
» I walk ! how careful, vigitane Apndilis 
gent would I be ! faxed me 0 
Wherefore whatſoever rhy hindvhedt . 
ly ro dv\;:do-it- quickly with\al ran ; 
ma 


_ _ 
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Fn Ifever fyou will give; ce 
| oi fate Exhortation, and Do&rine, * 
- doc faithfully,.chroughly, and preſent- 
Ss If ever you 1 ill be pittiful and cha- 
— neable to the poor, ſow plentifully and 
ently. If ever you will declare your 
ſelf ro be @ rruc Diſciple of Chriſt, by 
| manifeſting your love to Saints and Sin- | 
- ers,do it preſently. If ever thou intendeſt 
» to examine whether thou art in Chriſt, | 


- and'to- give all diligence tro make thy 
bling and eleRion ſure, or to runthe 
Egace that is ſer before thee, or to ſtrive {| 
© $0carcrin-at the ſtrait gare, ſer abour it 
-— Prefencly;do not ſo muchaseat or drink | 
- orficep, until thou haſt begun the work: |} 
* +Fox:thou doeſt not know whether ever | 
5 t live one year, one month,one 
- day; one hour; one minute. Time paſt 
'= ednnor be recalled; Time to come is un- 
Fein Time þ reſent is only thine: To 
\, daythen if 4 <a wilt hcare his voice, 
|, #anen.nor thy heart; before the ſlver- 
pan golden-bowl be 


| a 


Le 
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+ ” or: Fg ther be ey at Hrs Ms. 
"4 the mm broken at the ciſtern, yo 12 by 
' Work while it is day, the night.cometh 
n+. which thou canſt not =. Turn, -: 
turn- preſently ro the Lord with thy- 
whole heart : while it is called to dayy” -* 
' hearkento his voice, leſt thou art hardy: + 

| ned through the deceirfulneſs of ſig 6 
in-Heb. 3 I3. 435: 
Leſt ir be ſaid to thee and I, as; in- - 
| Rev.22.11. Hethat s unjuſt, let him be 
unjuſt fill. oh leruſalem , leruſalems y 
1 faith Chriſt, Luk.13: 34. how often would + 
T have gathered thy children togetber, 48's. 
| Hen doth gather her chickens under er 4 
| wings , and you would not | Behold, 
| houſe is left wnts you deſolate. So againy 
Prov.1.24,25,26. Becauſe 1 have calle,” © 
and ye refaſed,1 have ſtretched out my hang,” 
aud no man regarded, 'but ye have ſes at. 

naught all my connſel,and would none of my - 
repruof : I alſo will laugh at your calamity; | 
aud mock when your fear cometh: mhewt'tl 
$42 #pon me, I will not _ gt 


þ-, 
M1 


Ss Ho wrooms Shun ap, A 
"Phat ſeek me early, but ſhall not\ finden," 


4 
#38 


- 

ia : 
* © 
= by 
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| eve waſhed my feet , how ſhall 1 defile, 


ver. 30. They would none of my. Counſell, 
thiy would, none of my reproof. ver.71. 
Therefore ſhall they eat of their own dy- 
ings, and be filled with their own devices, 
For the further confirmation of this, ſee 


"Heb. 12.16,17. 


** Nay further, if thou lookeſt upon 


* thy ſelf as one eleted by the Father, 
| - Redeemed by the Son, ſanRified by the 
- Spirit, and ſo canſt nor fall finally from 


God :' yet if thou improve not the pre- 


'= Fent inch of time, thou wilt looſe abun- 
Þ  Yance of thy ſweer conſolation, and 
- bring thy ſelf into grear ftraics, and it | 
may be dic indeſpair of mercy, and ſo. 


looſe the manifeſtion, apprehenſion, and 
enjoyment of thy intereſt in God for 


; - many days at leaſt, Cant. 5.1.2. Chriſt 


he comes, and calls, ſaying, Open to me. 
my ſiſter, my love, my dove, my undefiled 


| Oe» well the Spouſe anſwereth,! have þ 


pur off my coat, how ſhall I put it on? T 


them ? 
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| © kianſclf, then rhe Spouſe {ought him,” 
| bur could nor finde him; ſhe called him, - © 
' | bÞurhegaveno Anſwer. Well, what fok © 
lows ſhe ſeeks him ſorrowing,but could, 


not finde him ; ver. 7. The watchmen. 4 
that were about the City ſmote het and 
wounded her, as in Cant.5 .7,8,9,10;11 So : 

| 10,11 90 2 


alſo one of the Apoſtles , Thomas by - 
| ame, would not embrace the preſence * 


_ 
wy 
* 


. "opportunity: , neither believe the re, * 

port thar he heard of the ReſurreQion * 
of Chriſt, 70h."20.25., well, Thomas he : 
' loſt the fight of Chriſt. for many daysy ;; 
j0h.0.26,27,28. If everthou intendeft. 


theno believe in Chriſt, and to relieve : 
Chriſt in his Members, do it preſently, 3 


. " 


for if thouſtay till ro morrow, either ©: 
thy houſe and all that thou haſt may be; -: 
burned,orit may be thoumayft not have © 
an opportunity to give, or elſe thou wilt, 
Have but lirgle mind ro do it; thou-mayft © 
not live till to morrow, ſeeing thy days; 
are' ſwifterthen « weavers Shamtie; (urely_.- 
this relicving of p_ Saints, is accegits 3 


G . 7 
IO: 
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=:eblc wichGod;although it be ſonegle&- Þ 
ed by men; this duty wauld not be ſo 
> flighted; if cheſe four things were well | 
- conſidered. 
” ©, 1. Firſt make their caſe thy caſe, 
2 their neceſſity thy neceſſity. Matth,7. 12, 
© \Whatſcever thai ye would that men ſhould 
”” Hoto you, do ye ſoto them. 
2. Secondly, Confider, whatſoever 
-.yedo for them, the Lord cakes it as done 
' go himſelf, Matth.25.40. Foraſmnch as 
ge have done it to one of the leaſt of theſe | 
- ay brethren, ye have done it to me. NF 
© -»+3+ Thirdly, Conſider, that what(o- 
© eycr we give, it ſhall be paid us again 
* ,withintereſt. LZuk.'6, 38, Give, and it 
\ ſhall be given 10 you ag 4in, good meaſure, 
'- preſſed down and ſhaken together, 2 Cor. 
9.6, He which ſoweth bountifully ſhall 
reap bountifully. 
T. 5. 4+ Fourthly, Conſider, that which 
{- you have in-your Poſſeſſion is not your 
| > ,0wn,. thouand I arc but Stewards; and 
| we: muſt. give an-accompt of our Ste- 
” owardſhip, Prove.3.-27, 348. Withbold.not 
| " god þ 


Ladle Fhoren 


from him cembank ieoailony\ what A - 
in the Pomer of \thy Hand deeds 71.0 
5. Fifthly,Qonfitcr,. cher.in Scripwigyy 
phraſe, he thar confidereh the poar;eh 
Lord: will deliver that man:in the timeof 
trouble, Pſ.q1.a; Alſo conſider that Sen + 
pture, 2Cor.8.2, 3, How that ih 4 greataryal, © 
of affliction, the abundance of their joy,and 
their deep poverty abounded to the riches - 
| bf their libirality : For to their power; f 
'} bear record,they were willing of themfatwsy... 
| Praying us with much intreaty , that 
| mould receiverhe gift , and. take vpMn; te. + 
| the minifiting to the $aints, We mm 
- 1 as you abound ineverything, in Fans | 
\ | and Utteranceyand = As. and int 
all diligence, and in yourloveco us, ſee 
that ye abourid in'this alſo,and ſer pede 
dily about the work; make no dela 
the timie.is ſhort,out days arc v NT ; 
| | yeaſwifterthen.the Weavers'Shutele 4 © 
Ic will be ſaid ſhorely, that Time. ſhall / * 
| | beno more; .ſo Revel.6.7. 4nd the! Andi . 
gel lifted uy bis hand ts heaven, and ſir 
Cz 
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" 26 TheYPeavers Shuttle diſplayed, 
by him that liveth for ever and ever, who 
created heaven and earth ,, and the things 
4. that therein are, and the ſea,and the things 
= hat are therein, that there ſhall be time no 
" /onzer. Butin the dayes of the ſeventh 
Angel, when he ſhall begin ro ſound, the 
myRerie of God ſhall be finiſhed; as he 
hath declareth ro his ſervants the Pro» 
phers. 

Methinks I ſee the words of Chriſt 
come to paſs, Mat.24.29. Immediately 
after the tribulation of theſe dayes ſhall the 
Sun be darkned,and the Moon ſhall not give 
her light, and the Stars ſhall fall from hea- 
ven, and the powers of heaven ſhall be ſha- 
ken ; and then ſhall appear the ſign of the 
Son of man in heaven, and all the Tribes of 
the earth ſhall mourn, for they ſhall ſee the 
Son of man coming in the clouds with pow- 
& ayd great glory. Then he ſhall ſend 
his Angels with the great ſound of a 
truniper, and they ſhall gather rogether 
hisetke& from the one end of the earth 
toche'orher, Mar. 24-30, 31-Q letall = 
\ inha- 
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aud the ſwiftneſs thereof unfolded. 27 © 
inhabitants of the earth tremble, for the 
'. day of the Lord cometh, lo ir is nigh at 
hand: A day of darkneſs and of gloomi- - 
neſs, a day of clouds and of thick dark- 
neſs ; there hath not been ever the like, 
neither ſhall there be the like again: A |} 
fire devourcth before him, and behind | 
 . him a flame burneth:: before his face 
the people ſhall be much pined,all faces 
ſhall gather blackneſs ; che Earth ſhall 
quake before him, the Heavens ſhall 
' tremble, the Sun and Moon ſhull be 
dark, and the Stars ſhall withdraw their 
ſhining. Oh this day ofthe Lord:is great 
| and very terrible, who can ahide it? yea, 
where will you find a man that cana- 
bide the day of his coming 2 and who 
ſhall tand when he appeareth 2, for he 
is like a Refiners fire, and Fullers ſope, 
Oh what a terrible day will-this beto 
moſt of the ſons and daughters of men! 
2 Pet.3.12. The heavens: ſhall bt: on fire 
and diſſolve ; the earth ſhall melt mith fer- 
vent heat, If the rocks and mauntaing: * 
C1 would 


"$$ + The Weavers Shuttle diſplayed, 
would fall on thee, thou wouldfſt think 
ira favour, to hide thee from the face of 
him char fi:c-th on the throne, and from 
the wrath of the Lamb , for the greac 
day of his wrath is come, - Rev.6.16,17. 
. -Altl, both {mall and great: ſhall be ga- 
rhered together before the Judgment- 
Jeat of Chriſt, Mat. 25. 32,33, 34, &C. 
yea, the Ser ſhall give up her dead, and 
thegtave ſhall giveuv cheir dead,death 
and hell thall give up their acad,Rev.12. 
12,14; &Cc.' So we ſhill all appear be- 
Fore the Judginent-ſear of Chriſt , and 
WI thar ever we have' done, good or 
- Evi] , ſhall be:laid open before all the 


E. world :yea;all our fins ſhall be brought 


tolight, and each man hall give an ac- 
compr of himſelf ro God, and be judged 
according to his works, Mat. 25-32, 33» 
' 37; 6 Revizo.lt,l3e ' FL 4% 
. + Ifeverrhou wilt improve time, do ic 
preſently. "nkt.21.34,35,36. Take heed 
10 your ſelves leſt at any time your hearts be 
puerchurged with ſurfeiting and drunken- 


weſs , 


” 


wes. and cares of this life, and ſo that day 
come upon you unawares, For thy dayes 
are ſwifter then the Weavers ſhuttle ; 


and the ferifineſs thereof unfolded. *p by. 


and as a ſnare'ſhal it come upon all them 


that dwell upon the earth. Watch ye 
theretore and pray always, that ye ma 

be accounted worthy to eſcape all tholk 
things, and to ſtand before the Son of 
man. This day will come as a thicf in 


the nighe, 


Seeing then that all theſe things ſhall 


be diſſolved, what manner of perſons- } 
ought we to be in all holy converfation | 


and godlineſs, looking for,and haſtenin 

tothe coming of that day, wherein the 
heavens ſhall be on fire,and the lements 
ſhall melt with fervent hear, Secing then 
that ye look for ſuch things, be diligent, 


that ye may be found in him in peages 4 


without ſpor,and blameleſs. 
Bur if any ſay, I will be'diligent here- 
after : F me tell thee, Lf ever thou'in- 


rendeſt ro do any thing for the glory © of . 'S 


God, the good of thy ſelf, and the'be- + 
C 4 nelix © 
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2» | The VFeavers Shuttle diſplayed, 


ncfir of others, do ir preſcntly ,, forthe 
time is ſhorr. 

_ Oh then get oyl in your la:nps, grace 
in your hearts, that you nay not be lite 
the fool; ſh Virgins, Mat.25.7,8,9,1% 
The wiſe Virgins confideted thar their 
time was ſhort, and their dayes ſwift, 
and ſo made it their preſent work to get 
oyl in ther lamps, which was grace in 
their hearcs : Bur the fooliſh Virgins 
pur it off from day to day, never mind- 
ing tnat their dayes were [wifter then 
the Weavers ſhuttle. 

- Qurtime is ſhort, wherefore bid adieu 
tothe world. For what'is the World, | 
þur vanity 2 All the Honours are but 
as ſo many diſhonours ; all'che Riches 
but poverty ; and all the Joyes buc for- 
rows ; andall the Pleaſure is but pain : 
And if in this life only thou and I have 
hope, weare of all men moſt miſerable. 
Qur dayes are bur as a bubble : we no 
f9oner have our being,but we arc going 
tour end: All our ſtrength is but as 

7 grals, 


wi 


| whenthce and I ſhall Rand before the 


and the ſmiftneſs thereof unfolded. 33 © 
graſs,and all our beauty is as the l»wer = 
of the fic1d : the graſs fadeth, the l>w. 
er withereth,and our ſtrength and beau» 
ty Is gone : Death will bring us to the 
grave, and our deeds t-» judgment, and 
as death doth leave us,ſo ſhall judgment 
find us. 

All creatures obſerve their time but 
man ; the Stork, the Crane, the Swal- 
low, the Piſmire, theſe obſerve their 
time: and yet Man, the moſt noblc.of 
all creatures, none above or higher then 
himſelf but onely the Lord God Al- 
mighty , who hath given to man time 
and all things elſe to attend him to bring 
him to glory ; but moſt men turn Pro- 
digals,and ſpend their lictle inch of pre+ 
cious time with Harlots', and hope t9 
return totheir Father hereafrer,not. con 
fidering that death ſtands in the way.tq 
pur a period to his dayes , which flie 
away {wifter then the Weavers ſhutdle; 
Oh what a dreadfull day will that be, 


Judgmengs | 


| 


4 J2 The Weavers $ buttle diſplayed, 


- . the greateſt ſeparation that ever was up- 


Judgement- ſcar of Chriſt, if nor pre- 
pared forit - If we look about us, be- 
neath us, on the right hand, or on the 
tefc, all will increaſe our mifcry :; above 
us ſhall be our Judge,offended with us ; 
beneath us, Hell open, and the Furnace 
ready burning to receive us z on our 
right hand, ſhall be our fins accuſing us ; 
ont our lefr hand, the Devils ready to 
execure Gods eternai Scntence upon 
us;- within us our conſcience (gnawing z 
without us millions of damned fouls 
bewailing ':'on every fide the World 
burning, what way ſhall wetake,to go 
back is1mpoſſible;togo forward is intol- 
terable : whar then ſhall we do? If we 
feek death, dearh ſhall fie from us ; if 
we cry to the-Hills to fall on us, they 
will-refuſe to do us ſo much pleaſure : 


and then immediatly the Judge will fay 
 toall the Goats, Depart from me ye cur- 


fed-into everlaſting fire, prepared for the 
Devil and his angels. Thenthere will be 


*J:. on 
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and the ſwiftneſs thereof nnfolded. 33 
on the Earth : the husband and wife, 
rhe fathers and ſons, the mothers and 
daughters, maſters and ſervants, Prieſt 
and people,friends and companions,the 
one to glory,and the other to confuſion, 
without ever ſeeing one the other again. 
Oh whar an erernal ſeparation will this 
be ! Whoſe heart can read theſe lines, 
and not melt © whoſe cyes can behold 
cheſe words,and not weep? Nay it may 
be theſe be the laſt lines that ever thou 
ſhalc.read; for thy dayes be ſwifter then 
the Weavers ſhuttle. 1 Cor.7. 29, 30,38. 

But this 1 ſay, brethren, the time is ſhort 


it remaineth,that both they that have wives .; 
be as though they had none, and they thu | 
weep, 4s though they wept not; and'they-+ 


that rejo:ce,as though they rejoiced not ; aud 
they that buy, as though they poſſeſſed, nat x ..: 
and they that uſe this world, as not abuſing. 
it: for the faſhion of this world paſſes aneay,” 
Wherefore be without earthly. carty 
fulneſs. 


Bur as Peter 8 Fude ſpeak, there ares. 
ge- | 


Rf " 


” 
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34 . TheWeavers Shinttle diſplayed, 

{ Aeration of Scoffers, which Hrely went 
under the name of Levefers, and now 
Have taken 'to themſclves the name of 
Ranters : Fheſe men, for the moſt part 
of chem,fay that there is no Hell,neither 
day of Judgment, nor Devil ; bur all is 
God, and God is all things. And tg 
#heſe men I have bur theſe two words 
to-ſay. 

- Firſt, rhar although they will nor ſee 
[or behieve there is a Hell and a Devil 
here, they are moft like ro know it by 
-Kofinl experience hereafter, The ſecond 
word is this : 
| *©37Whenthou turneſt over the leaves 
: ofthe Bible, and findeſt mention made 
of "Hell, and of the day 'of Judgment, 
and of evil Angels,called Devils, and 
yer wilt not be perſwaded that there 1s 
any fuch thing ; thou mayſt as well raſe 
dut'thoſe Scriprures for untruths , for 
thou art wiſe above whar is written. 
| Andto thereſt of that heady, high- 
© minded, unbclicving, and vainglorious 
|: -53 _ Crew, 
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Crew, I ſay as in Eccleſ. 11. 9. Rejoice, 
0 young wan, in thy youth,and let thy bears | 
cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk 
in the wayes of thine heart , and follow the 
ſi2ht of thine eyes : but know thou, for 
theſe things God will bring thee to judg- 
ment. Oh miſerable is that man, whoſe 
life is almoſt waſted, and daily waſting, 
and he thinks nor of it: often ſaying, T -. 
thought no more of this that 1s now fal-.=- 
len out, then of my dying day. Neyer *X 
minding what 7eb faith, My dayes. are. 
ſwifter then the Weavers ſhuttle. Neithex * 
doth he mind that, Heb.g.27. It « ap- 
pointed unto all men once to die, and after 
death to judgment. Foy 
And ler me tell thee , thou art in: 
thouſand thouſand caſualties here ev 
moment , ready to take away all t 
comforts of the carth from thee. Wheiz 
Nebuchadnezzar was bleſſing himſelf in 
the Palace that he had built for his ho- 
nour, then there comes a Meſſenger 
from the Lord, and he waspreſently 
*  -oured 
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outed' of all his comforts. The wheel 
15: turning, the graſs is withering, the 
Aower fading , the ſmoak conſuming , 
and the ſhuttle ſwiftly Alying ;. and yer 
thy dayes are ſwifter then the Weavers 
ſhutcle. We have bur a little time, and 
A great deal of work to do: let us work 
then while 'tis day,for the night cometh 
in which no man worketh. 

If we did but know what Ecernity 
means, and if the fear of Ecernity did 
-but once fall on us, we ſhould cleerly ſee 
it had been berter for us that we had 
never been born, or that we had been 
made Toads or Serpents,: or the vileſt 
beaſt that creeps upon the earth, then 
Reaſonable creatures : Seeing we were 
-born in fin;8 as if that was not enough, 
we live infin, and ar laſt die in fin: and 
Tſo as Death lcaves us, the Judgment 
finds us. There depends upon our little 
Hort uncertain inch of time, marter#of 
|. -more conſequence then all the world is 
. Worth. Ido not ſay, upon the ſpending 
IgE <> | OL. 
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or miſ-ſpending this inch of time_de- 
pends our eternal being either in bleſ- 
ſedneſs or miſcry : bur this I ſay, that 
our well-being, whiles we remain here, 
depends much upon it. Sce 70#.14.21. 
& 2 Pet.1.11. Oh then conſider, ſuch 
is the ſwiftneſs of mans dayes, ſhortneſs 
of his life, and frailty of his nature, that 
the ſwifteſt, ſhorteſt, and fraileſt things 
for the moſt part that we read of in Sci» 
pture, are not ſwift, ſhorr, and frail e- 
nough to compare mans life unto. 

Yſe 2. And if ſo, inthe ſecond place 
by way of uſe,this doth teach us to car- 
ry our ſelves rowards all in a way of 
love,as if this were the laſt opportunity 
that ever thou ſhouldſt have to be help- 
ful corhem either in ſpirituals or cempo- 
rals, Haſt thou a Father or Mother yet 
alive 2 If ever thou wilt obey the com- 
mand of God in honouring them, doit 
preſently; for before one day. is paſt, 


they may be taken from thee, or thou - 


from them: and then how will thy beam 
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|  ſ{mitcthee, and thy conſcience zeal 
thee, and thy careleſneſs often tron 
thee? Let me tell chee, I know ſom 
that can ipeak this by woful Experience; 
whole hearts do even blecd for their 0- 
miſhons herein. And as for you Parents 
that have Children, if ever you will 
expreſs your love to God in bringing 
zhem up in his fear,teach your Children 
theirduty both rowards God and man: 
It there be ever a word of God within 
you, endeavour to faſten it upon them, 
Prov.22.6. Train up a Child mm the way he 
(bould go, and when he i old he will not de- 
| part from it, And what thou intendeft 
ro reach them, do it ſpeedily, make nc 
delay; for they are bur as a flower of 
the gra(s,alive and green in the morning 
and many times cut down and witherec 
before night : your Childrens days are 
Jhorc.; and ſwifter then the Weavers 
Shincte.' And fo likewiſe for Husbands 
ant Wives, Maſters and Servants, (upe 


Tjors and inferiors , o)d and young z 1 
-" FP} Fi 
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there be any Grace in your Hearrs, and 
power in your hands, improve bothto 
the beſt advantage. Be pittifull, as your 
heavenly Father i pittifull, make it your 
buſineſs as Chriſt made it his buſineſs,to. 
rake 211 opportunities ro do good, both 
to Saints and Sinners, cMatth.5.45,48. 
Oh ler all your good intentions end in. 
attions,and all your Reſolutions in ſpee- 
dy performances ; ſor the glaſs is als 
moſt run, the day of our life is even 


done, and thou muſt cutoff like a Wea» * 


ver, asin /ſ4.38.12. & : "bg 

Verily every man at his beſt eſtate is 
alcogether vanity : Oh all ye Parents, 
then look upon your ſelves and. chil- 
dren, as upon a Flower that quickly. 
wichererth : endeayour to acquaint your 
ſelves of one Lord Feſus Chr:ſt, who #5 
the portion of hs people, Pſal.16.5.com-. 
; pared wich Pſal. 17. 14. Walk with 


God your ſelves, and ſo apply thoſe - 


promiſes that he hath made to his Seed; . 


they will live more comfortably with, 


D one 
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one grain of Grace in the want of the ] 


abundance of theſe outward things, 
then they could with the Kings Ran- 

ſom if the other be wanting : cleave 
cloſer unto Chriſt, hang looſer ro your 
children, thart ſo nothing may be able 
ro ſeparate the one, chough death will 
ſeparate the other : And let nor your 
lives, O ye Parents, be bound up in the 
lives of your children, bur ler your wills 
be refizned up unto Gods Will, that if 
your children cur off like a Weaver, ye 
may ſay as once 7ob in the ſame caſe 
ſaid, 1ob 1.21. The Lord givith, andthe 
- Lord takes away, bleſſed be the name of the 
Lord; and endeavour by your further 
Care and diligence in training them up 
in the way of Chriſt , inſtructing them 
in the way which chey ought to walk. 

Shall I appeal ro your conſciences now 
O ye Parents ! hath your care been, to 
provide ina {utable way for the ſouls of 
your children , for their Spiricual cſtate 


25 you have for the earthly. 2 you are 
loth 
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| lothro die before you can bring your 
eſtate ſo clear, that you may leave it to 
your children - but rather you ſhould. . 
be loth to die before ſuch time as you 
ſee ſome work of Grace wrought in 
their hearts ; verily, theſe would your 
thoughts be, if you were ſpiritual, - It 
is reported of Anguſtines Mother, that 
the great thing ſhe defircd ro live for, 
was to {ce her ſon converted; and: the 
Lord grantcd her defire, and then ſhe 
found her ſelf willing to die. One Mr. 
Staughton a Miniſter, ; in his Epiſtle co 
the Reader, prefixed to the - Treatiſe: 

called Davids love to Gods word, affirms 
upon his own knowledge, that there: 
was a young Gentlewoman in Kert,; but 
renyears old, could ſay all the News»: 
Teſtament by heart, yea art thar Age- 
ine was ſo perfect therein , that being: 
asked where any word were, ſhe would. 
preſently name Book , Chapter and. 
Verſe, Maſter Staughtos writeth this 
upon his own knowledge and examina»: 
D 3 tion 
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on of her, in above fourty places at one 
' time, wherein ſhe never miſled Book, 
Chapter, and Verſe, Truly if we would 
have the word of Chriſt dwell richly in 
us, we muſt ever and anon call home our 
wandring thoughts, and unprofitable 
defires and diſordered affeRions , and 
gather them up, and eſtabliſhchem up- 
on ſomething that Moth and Ruſt can- 
net corrupt, nor T hieves break through 
and ſteal; for moſt of us are like unto 
Peter , we toil all night and catch no- 
thing, becauſe we do not caſt down our 
» nets at Chriſts Command : which that 
' we may do, let us ſtand upon our guard, 
) and guard our Thouzhrs, our Hearts, 
; our Wills, our Aﬀc&ions , our Judge- 
ments, our Memory, our Lips, that we 
ſpeak confiderately, adviſcdly , and 
not ſo vainly. 

Uſe 3. By way of Uſe. If our days 
beſo ſwift and ſhort, let us indeavour to 
be in a continual readine f; , that we 
may: have notitog to do, bur to reign 


up 
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up our ſouls inro the hands of our Cre- 
acor, inthe naire of our dear Saviour, 
by the help of che bleſſed Spiritzand al- 
though dearth doth look gaſtly upon us 
when he comes to Summon us tO appear 
before the Tribunal Scart of Juſtice, 
chere to give an account of all our 
Actions ; yetler us {mile upon Death, 
for he will bur deſtroy our liſt Enemy ; 
Chriſt hath taſted death for us : It is 
true, Death is a dark entry that we muſt 
paſs through : bur a!l crouble on the 
other fide death is rakenaway : the 
worſt thing it can do tor one prepared 
to die, 15 but this, namely, to ſhur up 
the door of earthly comforts, and open 
the door of Heavenly : to deprive us of 
Tempora!ls, that we may be inveſted 
with Spirituals : to deprive us of the 
ſociety of a few impcrfc & Friends, thar 
we might enjoy the ſociery of all the 
Saints and Angels ina ſtate of perfeRi» 
on; and that which is ten thouſands 
time more then all the reſt, we ſhall en- 
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Joy the preſence of the Almighty God, 
wholeglory and excellency is ſuch,that 
' the tongues of menand Angels are not 
ablerocxpreſs. Ir is life ro know him, 
It is melody to hear him, it is heaven to 
behold him, it ts endlcfs happineſs to 
enjoy him. Oh then improve- the pres 
ſent opportunity and ability that the 
- Lord hath lent to the vttermoſt : rhar 
tike 4 Weaver, thy dayes being (wifter 
then-a ſhuttle , 'thou mayſt be in ſome 
 £00d meaſure fo prepared , Thar, 

---T, If chou canſt nor ſay with thy 


Lord Chriſt, 7-h.17.4. 7 have glorified 


thee on carth , 1 have finiſhed the work 
that thou gaveſt me t0 dp. 
:- 2+ If thoncanſt not ſay with thy bro- 
ther Paul, 2 Tim. 4.7.8. 1 have fought the 
; good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, 1 have 


fept the faith : there ts laid up a Crown of 


Zlory, not for me only, but for all thoſe that 

w4't for his atpearing : - 

+ +.3+ Yet thou canſt ſay wich Seer, 
" Luk.2, 


when thou comeſt ro die, and to cnt off 


C 
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Luk.2.29. Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſer- 
vants depart in peace, for mine eyes have 
ſeen thy ſalvation, 

4. Orelſe,if thou canſt notſay in the 
ſincerity of thy foul with Heztkiah, Ia. 
38. 3. Remember, 0 Lord, 1 beſeech thee, 
hew 1 have walked before thee in truth and - 
with a perfect heart : 

5. Yet thou canſt ſay with David, 
Pſal.39.13.0h ſpare me a little,that 1 may 
recover my ſtrength befire 1 go hence and 

e 10 more [een. ; 

6. There are but few men ſaying with 
the Propher, Pſal.g0.12. So teach ws t0 
number our dayes , that we may apply our 
hearts to wiſdom. 

7. But moſt men and women, when 
they are cutting off their life like -a Wea 
ver, fall a praying with Balaam, Numb. 
23.10, Lord, let me die the death of the 
Righteons,and let my latter end be like his. 
Never conſidering that none can die the 
ceath of the righteous, but only thoſe 
that live the life of the righteous. It is 
| D 4 rue, 
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true, we read of one, as the Thief upon 
the Croſs, that no man might deſpair ; 
and we read but of one, that no man 
may preſume. 

Surcly, Death (ſends many meſſengers 
to you and me, to tell us thar he is 
coming. One while in comes the Ague, 
after that the Feaver; ard before we 
can ſhake them off, many times m comes 
the Head-ach,and ir may be the Tooth- 
ach; raging, and ſhaking the beſt beam 
in thy natural building, Well, after a 
while thou and I have,ic may be, ſhaken 
them off, and now it is pretty well with 
us again, we begin to ſmile, and ro fea- 
ther our netts : and while with Martha 
we are troubled about many things , 
Dearch ſends another Purſuivant, and he 
rterrifies us with Crofles and Loſles, 
troubles within and without.: Well, we 
have ſcarce got over theſe torments, but 
in comes Sir Thomas Gont,or Sir William 
Cramp, or both z and theſe unwelcome 
eucſts will ſit at the table with us, and 
FE | | lf le 
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lie in the bed with us,and night and day 
lie trouble us : when we think to ſleep, 
then they will be talking, & ſaying,0ur 
days are ſwifter then the Weavers ſhuttle. 
Well, if all cheſe be ſhur our of doors, 
through long patience 8 great charges, 
and thou begin to cheerup, in comes 
another Purſuivant, and turns thy near- 
eſt and deareſt Friend into thy greateſt 
Enemy ; and fo this croſs in thy neareſt 
Relation from whom thou didſt expe 
thy greateſt aſſiſtance and help, now 
proves thy greateſt enemy. So thar put 
all thy Crofles, Lofles, Sickneſles, Per- 
ſecutions, &Cc. that ever befell thee, in 
one ballance,and this Croſs in thy near- 
eſt Relation in the other ballance, and 
this latter will weigh down the former 
ten times over. 

Ina word, I do know a man that loſt 
his tender Father, and after that he loſt 
his Eſtate that his Father gave him;then 
he was in a baniſhed condition at leaft 
26 monerhs, then he loſt ſome of his 


Chil: 
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Children ; not long after he loſt his 
tender Mother, and a little before he 
loſt one of his deareſt Brethren + fince 
rhart he loſt his onely Son: not 1ong after 
he loſt his deareſt Siſter : and berween 
Each of theſe Lofles, for the m_ part 
he was viſited wich Sickneſs, and often 
brought cven to the gatcs of death : 
Then a little after this, ſome of his muſt 
intimate Friends , with whom he had 
ſweet converſe about $.ul- work, rhefe 
turned Rants - beſides theſe, ar leaft 
an hundred Croſics more came in the 
one upon the neck of che other. And 
yer this man doth profeſs, that all 
cheſe,put them together, arc but a Flea- 
biting to that one Croſs in his neare(t 
Relation,and that bur in her lictte wen- 
ber,to wit,the Tonzue. See Jam. 3.5, 6. 
& Eccleſ,7.26. 

-- Death doth ofren ſummon us to be in 
a- continual readineſs to lay down theſe 
crazic,brittle,duſty Bodies in their own 
Cearer che Earth, And for my own 

part, 


LIMI 
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I muſt confeſs, that the Weavers Shettle 
hath been preaching to me almoſt theſe 
25 years; ſtill relling me,that my days flie 
away faſter then my ſhuttle. And now ar 
laſt it having prevailed with me a little 
for my attention at leaſt,] had no ſooner 
ſilenced my own thoughts, bur I heard 
a voice from Heaven ſaying, Al! fleſh is 
graſs, and all the glory of man an the flower 
of the field. And when 1 lift up mine eyes 
10 the Heavens, (as in 1[4.51.6.) and look 
upon the Earth beneath , the Heavens ſhall 
vaniſh away like ſmoak, and the Earth ſhall 
wax old like a garment, and they that dwell 
therein ſhall dye : but my Salvation ſhall 
be for ever, and my Righteouſneſs ſhalt ne- 
ver be aboliſhed. 

Men and women are like a bubble 
upon the water : they would fain get a- 
bove their element, and ſwim aloft; but 
they ſhall be cur off as the foani upon 
the water, Mans life is like a Candle in 
a Paper-lanthorn,full of crannies: there 
comes on a ſudden bur a little puffe of 
| | : wind, 
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wind, and blows the Candle our. Oh 
then, Jet this little inch of Time be im- 
proved to the beſt advantage : ſeeing 
Time 1s one of the imo precious herbs 
in the garden of the Wild. Ani yet 
by moſt men there is not one thinz 
more flighred in che World , ſurely, if 
we did ſce time ſo pretio.us as it is, we 
ſhould rake che counſeil of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and redeem the rime, becauſe the 
days areeut, Eyh.5.16. Anditincruth, 
- > th and I did redeem the time, there 
would be no room or time for ſy many 
tdle words; there would be no room or 
rime for ſo many idle thoughrs and un- 

ohttble muſings : our thoughts arc 
the eldeſt , and molt noble off. ſpring 
of our ſouls, and ſo are roo worthy to 
be caſt away upon baſe odjetts , did ws 
indeed fee time precious , ſhort, and 
wifter then the Weavers Shuttle, we 
ſhould redeem a little from our ordinary 
fl:ep, and a little from our worldly bu- 
tinefs z and co make all our dealings in 
worldly 
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worldly buſineſs, ſubſcrvient to Religi- 
on, and not to graſp ſo much of the - 
world, as to diſtrat our head with 
cares, or engage our heart in fin : we 
ſhould redeem a little time from our u- 
ſual lawſull rcecreations, and ſo from 
allrhings elſe that drink up our time : 
and improve this redeemed rime to the 
beſt advantage, for the glory of God, 
ana thy own good , and benefic of 
others. 

Ler me tell chee what I know upon 
ſound ground, we ſhall finde all lictle 
enough. -- C2. - / 

I once read of a man thar did trifle 
away his time as mcſt of us do, not ſee. 
ing the worth of it, untill he was abour 
thirty years of age , and then hearing 
a Sermon of the ſhortneſs of mans life," 
being alittle troubled, makes his requeſt 
_ toa Godly man, whom he looked: ups 
| onasa Propher,tote]l him how lorg he: 
ſhould live, that ſo before death came 
he might repent of his fins, and make: 
his 
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his Peace with God. The Miniſter a(- 


ked him how long he defired to live: | 


and he fſaid.-he would fain live fixty 
years atleaſt: well, rhe Miniſter told 
him that there were more did die be- 
fore they came to fifty, then there was 
thar 0id live to fifcy ; yer, ſaith he,thou 
ſhalc have thy requeſt, thou ſhalc live 
till fixry : Well, with that the man was 
very thankfull, conceiving he had time 
enough to rake the pleaſures of the 
World, and. to repent hereafter. The 


Miniſter asked him how old he was? + 


he anſwered thirty ; then ſays he, take 
our thirty of fixry, and there remains 


bur thirty years that thou haſt yer to. 


live; then conſider, that half of this 
thirty years will be {lepr out, and then 
there remains but fifteen years ; and the 
half of this fifreen years will be ſpent in 
pains and care to provide for thy ſelf 
and Family , and then there remains bur 


ſeven.,ycars and a half, and in che half 


of this thou wilt have ſome unexpected 
ſick- 
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ſickneſs, and weakneſs which man'that 
is born of a woman is ſubje& unto, and 
then there remains bur three years,three. 
quarrers ; and the halt of this will be 
ſpent in mourning for ſome lofles or 
croſſes, in thy Wife , Children, Kin- 
dred and Friends: and {o there doth nor 
remain {o much as two years of peace 
and quiet, for thee to minde thy ſoul: 
this ſtruck the man into ſuch a damp, 
that he went away ſorrowfull, as the 
young man in the Goſpel did from. 
Chriſt, Matth,19.22. Oh ler us redeem 
that precious jewel of time which we 
have formerly loſt : Travellers that 
have ſtajd a lictle roo long at their Inn, 
when they do find the night approach- 
ing they mend their pace, and £0 as 
many miles 1n one hour as they did be-. 
fore intwo ; ſolet us do, we have ſtaid.. 
t00 long in doating upon the things. of. 
this life, and in ſerting our eyes. and” 
hearrs upon that . which is nor: the-  ' 
World, ir was Created' of corbings, ' 
4 | 
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faith the Lord, and it hangs upon no- 
thing faith 7ob ; Wilt thon ſet thine eyes 
upon that which i not? ſaith Solomon,Pro. 
23-5. I remember a paſſage that many 
years ſince I read inalittle Book,called, 
Good News from Heaven , between 
Wealth and his worldly Maſter, at the 
point of death. 

1. Firſt, Wealth ſeeing his Maſter 
dying, ſaith, Well Maſter, thus long have 
I ſerved you, or rather you have ſerved 
me : for you have loved me t00 much, and 
doted upon me, and therefore now you be 
like to ſpeed the worſe , you was my Maſter 
in ſhew, but I was yours indeed : for you 
did what 1 would have you do ; thus far 
have 1 gone with you , but further 1 will 
not; 1 have nothing to ao in another world , 
now therefore Maſter, ſhift for your ſelf , 
if you go to Hell, 1 cannot help it, 1 will 
go ſeek me a new Maſt er: adieu. 
| Anſ. Maſter. Nay, ſaith his Maſter, 
kope thou wilt not ſerve me ſo now I 
have moſt necd of thee ; many a nignts 
| rc 


and the ſwiftneſs thereof unfolded. 55 

reſt have I broken for thee, many an 
hour have I beſtowed on thee, many a 
good Feaſt ; yea, many a Sermon and 
| good opportunity for my ſoul have 1 
loſt for thee, Wealth, 

' Wealth. The wore foot thou Maſter: 
who bid you do ſo ? not God 1 am ſure, but 
the Devil , and therefore to him you are 
like to go that ſet you ou work : or whither 
90u 201 know not, nor care nut ; but fur- 
ther to 2o with you 1 will not; | 

Maſter. Nay Wealth, I pray thee ſay 
not ſo, that goeth ro my very heart ; 
go anſwer for me, or at leaſt ſpeak a 
200d word for me. 

Wealth. Not 7, nay 1 am ſure you ſhall 
anſwer for me, and your ſelf too; and 10 
tell yonthe truth, 1 doubt the place s too 
hot for me where you are going ; but go 
try Maſter firſt how you ſhall ſpeed, "and 
if you do not like the place, if you can get 
leave to come back again, 1 may chance to 
ſerve you again, believe it who lift z, look, 
book, here comes death quivering in yout 
E lips, 
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lips, quaking in your joynuts, ſtaring in 
your eyes .. 1 cannot endure the ſight of 
him ; oh draw the Curtains, ſhift for thy 
felf Maſter : 1 will ſhift for onc. 

Maſter. W har doſt thou mock me to 
increaſe my miſery and dolor « What 
wilt thou leave me thus in the ſtraits ? 
Oh that I were to live in the World 
again, I would care as lirtle for thee as 
thou doeſt now for me: Oh baſe Va- 
grant ! have I thus entertained thee 
like a Prince for this £ Oh all ye People 
of the World ! be admoniſhed by me 
a dying man, take heed how you give 
entertainment as I have, to this Vaga- 
bond cheating Wealth, that wanders up 
and down the World 3 bur lay up trea- 
ſure in Heaven, not on the carth, and 
that ſpeedily : For man that is born of a 
woman us of few days, {aith David and 
they paſs away faſter then the Weavers 
Shuitle,{aich 10b;8 thou ſhalt cut offchy 
life like a Weaver, ſaith the Propher 7- 
fatal : and then if chou haſt improves 
thy 
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| thy talent, redeemed thy time;and given 
of | all diligence ro make thy Calling and. 
yy | Election ſure ; for ought I know thou 
mayeſt die in full aſſurance of true bleſ- 
O | ſedneſs, which confiſteth , not in ho- 
It | nour,for then Pharaoh had been bleſſed: 
? | notin wit, for then Achitophel had been 
d | bleſſed: not in wealth, for then Ahab had 
S | been bleſſed : bur herein will thy bleſ- 
- | ſedneſs be, that thou indeavoureſt co be, 
e | foundcloathed with the Robe of Chriſts 

e | righteouſneſs, in compariſon of which 

© | thyownisas dung, Phil, 3.8,9, Look- 

& | ing uponthy ſelf as thou art.in thy ſelf, 

* | asa Tree,the body whereof 1s iniquity, 
) | 'the Leaves of it is Atheiſm: the Rine. 
. pretends perfection : the Sap thereof, is 
| | {Hamane Reaſon: the Buds ſwelling 
| | words : the Fruit of. it uncleanneſs : bur 

L | as thou artraken off from the old ſtock 

' | the firſt Adam,and grafted into the new. 
' | ſtock the ſecond Adam, thy bleſſedneſs 

lies here in this Root, tron whencs; 
thou receiveſt'ſap, and becomeſt anew 
Tree, which may beknown by irsRoor,, 
E 2 which 
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which is Chriſt: by its ſoil in which it 
grows, which is Pree-Grace, planted in 
the Houſe of the Lord : and by its bo- 
dy which is Faith : by its Bark, which 
is Hope : by its Boughs which is Chari- 
ty:by its Leaves; which is Spiritual Ver- 
eues : by its Branches, which is good 
words : by its Fruir, which is good 
works: This Tree ſhall ſtand up with 
boldneſs, when the other Tree ſhall 
fear and ſhake : if he look up, there is 
his Judge offended with him : beneath 
him Hell open, and the Furnace boiling 
ready to receive him - on thy right 
hand thy fins accufing: on thy left hand 
the Devils ready to execute Gods Sen- 
tence upon thee : within thee, thy con- 
 ſeience gnawing : without thee , all 

damned fouls bewailing on every fide: 
the World burning - and this dreadfull 
day will come ſuddenly , as 4 thief in 
the night, 2 Pet. 3.Thereforc while chou 
haſt chy legs, letchem carry thee co the 


Aſſemblies of Zioz : run to and fro || 
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that thy knowledge may be increaſed : 
thy legs may be taken from thee. While 
thou haſt thy hearing, liſten diligently : 
thou mayſt ſpeedily be deaf,as many be 
already. While thou haſt thy hands, 
let them miniſter to the neceſſity of the 
Saints : while thou haſt any eſtate,give 
ſomthing of ir, leſt thou doſt repent roo 


| late, All theſe things be mutable and 


fleeting; thy dayes be ſwifter then the 
Weavers ſhuttle, and thou mayeſt loſe 
theſe before thou doſt loſe thy life. All 
men had oneentrance into life, and ſhall 
have the like going our. 

In a word, thou and I have forfeited 
our lives many times: The wages of fit 
& death , Every fin we commit, we 
make a forfeit of our life. Here is the ſad 
condition of the ſons of Adam. O A- 
dam, what haſt thou done ! For though 
Ic was thou that haſt ſinned, yet thou 
art not faln alone, bur all we that come 
of thee,as being then in thee, and ſoin- 


feed by thee : And we become guilty: 


E 3 not 
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not only of original, bar alſo of aQual 
tranſgreflion; and ſo many of us have 


forfeited our lives ten thouſand times. 


over : from which there'is no redempri. 
on bur by faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and it is to be feared, thar not one of 
ewenty do truly believe in him, and 
make it their work to follow him:hence 
it is that death finds us fo unprepared, 
we never conſidering ; that there is but 
a breath berween us, and Heaven or 
Hell. * - * 

** Uſe 4 If our dayes be ſo ſhort and 
{wifr, ler us ſoaccomprt of it, that when 
death comes and ſweeps away ſome of 
our'neareſt Relations, it may not be 0 
te:0us unto us, as to cauſe us to mourn 
exceſſively , becauſe we ſaw their dayes 
to be ſhort and ſwift before : So thar in 
itead of grieving that they be gone 0 
ſoon, we ſhould give thanks to God that 
he did ſpare them to us ſo long; and ſay 
with Davrd, I ſhall ſhortly go to them, 
The conſideration 'of theſe enſuing 
FH 4 7 oi rien things 
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chings will much abate our mourning » 


and take off the edge of our. exceſſive 
orief for Friends of any Relation that 


| are deceaſed. 


1. Ler us conſider , that whatſoever 
doth come ro paſs, is by the foverafgn 
wiltand pleaſure of God, 1 Sam.3.18. 
And Eli ſaid, it i the Lord, let him ag 
what ſeemeth him good. In the foregoing 
verſes, the Lord had told Samnel, that 
the iniquity of E//'s houſe ſhould nor be 
purged , becauſe his ſons made them- 
ſelves vile, and he reſtrained them nor. 
Well, ſaith EZ{:, good is the word of the 
Lord, let him do as feemeth him good : 
as if he had ſaid, The Lord is infinitely 
wiſe,and therefore knoweth better chen 
I how to diſpoſe of me and my family; 
for his own glory , and our everlaſting 
good : And although thoſe Judgmems 
be very heavy which he hath denoun» 
ced againſt me and my family, yer we 
have no juſt cauſe ro complain; for 
doubtleſs he will bring glory to his 

E 4 name, 
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name,and good to us by ir,according ta 
his promiſes. 

So ſaid David, 2 Sam.15.26. Behold 
here 1 am, let him do to me as ſeemeth him 
£004, So again, Pſal.39.9. 1 was ſilent 
and opened not my montb,becanſe thou didſt 
#t. So {aid HeFekiah,Ia. 39.8. the Lord 
bad tald him by the Prophet C pang 17 
all his goods ſhavld be carried to Bapy- 
lop.; ard his ſons that did iſſue f-om him, 
they,though near & dear to him, ſhould 
alſo be carried to Babyloy : Well, ſaith 
he, good &« the word of the Lord. So our 
dear Saviour himſelf, 9 ar.26.39. O my 
Father , if it be poſsible , let this cup paſs 
from me | Nevertheleſs, not as 1 will, bat 
as thou wilt. Pſal.6g.20. He that is our 
God, & the God of ſalvation; and unto God 
the Lord belong the iſſnes from death. Job 
30. 23. 1 know that thouwilt bring me to 
death, and to the houſe appointed for all 
living ; and that ſpecdily roo, for my 
dayes are ſwifter then the Weavers ſhut- 
tle. | 
| 2. Let 
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2. Let us conſider that we our ſelves 
and our friend or friends that now we 
orieve for ; I ſay, we and they received 
our lives from God,and muſt be accom- 
ptableto him for them again. Ecel. 12,7. 
& Fob 1 21. & 1 Tim 6,7. 

3. Conſider, \All men have one en- 
france into.the world, and the like go* 
ing our : cath is certain and appointed 
to all; the greateſt Kings and Emperors , 
under the Sun muſt taſte of this cup; na 
the Lord Chriſt himſelf, if he will be 
yailcd 1n fleſh, muſt die. And thar it is 
certain and appointed to all,will appear 
by theſe Scriptures, Heb.g. 27. & Fob 
30. 23. &70b7.1, Gen. 3.19. & Pſal. 
90. 3. 

4+ Let us confider the fulneſs of the. 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, anſwering every re- 
lation ; and the many & excellent pro- 
miles that are ſuitable ro our particular 
condition. He is bread to the hungry, 
water to the thirſty,cloths tothe naked, 


eyes to the blind, legs to the lame, 
| ſtrength 


hs 


j 
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ftrenoth rothe weak, life to the dead - 

he'is peace in crouble, joy in forrow, 
healch in fickneſs, riches in poverty ; 
he is a friend to the friendleſs, a hus- . 
band to the widow, a futher to the fa- 
therleſs: I had choughr to have brought 


l. Ellapeer and verſe to have proved each 


of theſe to thee : bur I would have thee 
ro ſearch for them thy ſelf, that ſo thou 


| +mayft finde many more ſweet Promiſes, 


ſacable'co thy preſent ſtate and conditi- 
'on; for he 1s all thy tongue can ask, 
thy hearr can wiſh, or thy minde con- 
ceive; he is lighr in darkneſs, and Hea- 
venin Hell ; if thou canſt bur ſee thy 
Intereſt in him, and Relation to him, 
thou wilc be ready to lay within thee in 


-. the midſt of all chy troubles, Ler friends 


forlake me, ler enemies deride me, let 
all worldly comforts leave me ; nay the. 


I plagues of Zzypt, the borches of 106, 
'. the enemies of David, the impriſon- 


ment of 79ſeph, the poverty of LaJarm, 


the bands of Paul cannot hurt me : for 
te 
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the Lord is my portion ; his grace is ſuffi- 
cient for me; wherefore I will even ſay 
with David, Pſal 18.2. The Lord & 
rock, and my fortreſs, and my deliverer, 
my God, my ſtrength in whom 1 will truſt, | 
my buckler, and the horn of my ſalvation, ' 
and my high tower, &rc. © 

5. Confider,though I haveloſt a neer 
and deer Husband, or Wife, Father, or 
M-wxher, Son or Daughter, Brother. or : 
Siſter, Kinſman or Neighbour; yer I | 
cannot ſay as once Zeremy did, Was ever 
ſorrow like unto ny ſorrow 2 bur I can ſay, | 
There i nothing hath befallen me, but what © 
& common t0 may : nay God hath dealr 
more favourably with me, then he did | 
with 706, 70b 1-19.20,21.for he loſtall; 
and he hath dealr more kindly with me- 
then he did with his ſervant El, 1 Sam. 
4.17. Forhe loſt at once his two Sons, 
and the Ark of God, which went'near- 
eſt ro his heart : and ar laſt his own 
life too. | 
© 6, Letus conſider, that many of the | 

Eo Saints | 
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Saints have deſired death ; and if we 
love our friends departed , ſhall we 
orieve that their defire is anſwered ? 
Read and well conſider, P4i.1.23. and 
J0b 14. 14. & 2 Cor. 5,1,2,3,4. Again 
in another Scripture, we find theſe and 
the like words, Now let thy ſervant de- 
part in peace : for mine eyes have ſeen thy 
ſatvation, 1 Kine.19.4. Take away my life, 
for 1 am no better thew my fathers. For 
ſuch as die in the faich, we ſhould not 


* mourn for as men without hope, 1 Theſ. 


4-13 But 1 would not have you to be igno- 


rant concerning them which are aſleep,that 
' you ſorrow not as others that have no hope. 
 Ver.14. For if we believe that Teſus died 
' and roſe again, even ſo them alſo which 


ſleep in Teſus will God bring with him.The 
Holy Ghoſt in this place forbiddeth 


- not: Chriſtian ſorrow for the dead, bur 


Heatheniſh ſorrow; not moderate, bur 


: exceſſive and immoderare, either in re- 
| Ipect of time, or meaſure of our grief ; 
| we may water our plants for our decea- 


ſed 
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ſed Friends, bur not drown them. 

7. Let us conſider the priviledges of 
Believers after dearth : for death is unto 
them bur a Porter opening a door into 
a dark entry,or a ſervant of thy Fathers 
ſent to put thy dear friend ro bed for a 
lictle while, 1:7 corruption (hall have put 


' enincorruption, and mortality ſhall have 


put on immortality. Death is bur a ſleep, 


and the grave a bed, and all things that _ ' 


be on the other fide death are taken a- 
way by leſs Chriſt , Death openeth the 
great gate that Jeadeth to thy Fathers 
houſe, that ſo thou mayeſt go home : 
for we are bur Sojourrecers , Pilgrims, 
and Strangers here in this World: it is 
true,unbelieversare at homewhiles they 
live here: they be called the inhabt- 
tants of the earth, and dwellers upon che 
earth ; when they die, they do not go - 
home as thou doeſt - ir is true, they go 
co their own place,and to their own Fa- 
ther : ſo that death to them is the King 
of Terrours: but to thee and thy be- 
lieving 
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lieving deceaſed Friend, death ſhould. 
be looked upon as the Meſſenger of glad : 
tidings,which is come only to crack the., 
clay walls, which is our Priſon, that” 
you may flic home and be ar reſt ; and” 
when thou comeſt home, to enjoy the 
preſence of thy Father and Saviour 
Chriſt, and co be filled with the Spiric,, 
and to be with all che holy Saincs of 
Heaven;thou wilt then rejoyce with joy 
unſpeakable and full of glory. ' 
8. Ler us conſider, that although I | 
and thee be like ro looſe our own lives, 
orelſe have loſt ſome of our neareſt and 
deareſt friends, yet ler this comfort us, 
this alſo ſhall work together for our 
good, Rom.8.28. Wherefore let us not (0 | 
fear death : bur hearken what death doth 
whiſper in thy cars, ſaying,fear not me, 
I came from the Father, and have no 
Commiſhon ro hurt you ; although my 
countenance be grim , my meſlage 1s 
{weet and pleafing - Chriſt your belo.. 
ved husband hath taken my fting from 
me 
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me before he would let me come to 
you: I am come withoura ſting, to tell 
you, that God and Chriſt loves you, 
= and hath ſent me on purpoſe to invite 
you into their preſence, where is fulneſs 
© of joy and pleaſures ar his right hand for 
- evermore ; only you muſt pur off your 
Þ filthy garmears, char the carth may 
'Þ return co irs earth, the fire to its fire,the 
' waterto its water, the aire. to its aire - 

; - fortheſc were the Elements thy body 
| was made of, and {ſo thou. muſt endure 
aliccle pain in purting off theſe cloaths g 
they be ſomewhar little and ſtrair, bur 
thou muſt'with Paul pr! off this earthly 
Tabernacle ; for that muſt be difſolyed 
before thou canſt be with Chriſt, in 
| | whoſe preſence there 1s fulnels of joy, 
where all relations will be made up in 
God : there is no complaining in, rhe 
Streets of this new Jeruſalem, no , want 
of Relations: God will be a Father, 
Chriſt will be a Husband ,, Saints glori- 
ned our Brethren, Siſters and — 7 
0 


| | 
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ſo we ſhall want no Relation, neithet 
ſhall any Relation want PerfcRion. 
There is bur a breath between thee and 


this condition. 
9. Ler us conſider, that the Scripture 


doth pronounce them bleſſed that die 


inthe Lord, Rev.14.13 For from hence- 
forth they reſt from their labouts. See 
Eccleſ 4.4. & Fob 3. 17. The greateſt 
evil death can bring unco us , is bur a 
more ſpecdy way to happineſs. 

Laſtly, ler'us confider, that our deat 
beloved brother David, although he 
mourned, faſted, and prayed whilſt his 
Child was ſick, yet as ſoon as it was 
dead, he aroſe and began to comfort him- 
ſelf, ſaying, 1 ſhall go ts it ete long : for 
my dayes are ſwifter then the Weavers ſhut- 
tle, ſaich 7ob. Then ſhall the duſt return to 
71s earth, ſaith Selomon, Eccleſ.12.7. The 
duſt, ghar is che body, to ſhew the ori- 
Sinal of ir, Gen.2.7. and the weakneſs 
of itz Duſt is the weakeſt part of rhe 
earth, Pſal.103.14. the baſcit and _—_ 
O 
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of it, 7ob 4.19.8 Phil.3.21.6 Job $0.19+ 
Our original trom the duſt ; our return 
unto the duſt ; This ſhould humble us in 
our OWneyes, and ſhould warn us to 1m- 
prove all our ability , and every oppor- 
runity to make our calling and eleition ſure, 
that chere might be nothing wanting in 
us to ſecure a better life before this be 
ended ; and' not to pur off the endea- 
yours towards it, as. moſt do, unto old 
age, which haply we may never atrain 
unto z and if we do, it will bring ir (elf 
work enough for us ro do. Death comes 
ſwift and uncertain: Sin,the longer lived 
in, doth the more hardex : Repentince 
1s not 1n'our call or command when we 
pleaſe , it is a work of the whole man, 
2nd of the whole life : his work defer- 
red will be greater, the time co do it in 
will be ſhorter; the ſtrength ro doir'by, 
will beleſs; bodily infirmities will d&if- 
Inable ſpirirual actioris : God will have 
leſs honour and ſervice from us, and we 
our ſelves ſhall have hore ſorrow, and 
lsſs comfort. F Fot 


2 
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. For my own part, I can ſpeak ſome- 
thing by woful experience, of the (ad 
eftc& of not imbracing the preſent op- 
porcunity and ab' liry that Gd hath 
given me: Iam aſſured thar I have loſt 
much of my comfort here, for hearken- 
ing to the motions of my own ſpirit, 
and flighting the motions and-ſtrivings 
of the Lords Spirit; by which means 
I have deprived my {elf of manifeſtati- 
ons and apprehenſtons of heavenly and 
ſpiricual chings that che Lord begun to 
pour out upon me. And now,if [ would 


giveall the world ,, I cannot recall one | 


day thar is paſt, nor one of thoſe bleſſed 
opportunities char I have loſt, Only | 
defire, if the Lord will, to redeem this 
litrle inch of time yet remaining, like an 
idle ſeryanrt that hath loitered all rhe 
forenoon, begins to work twice as hard 
inthe afternoon. 

- F have cwo Requeſts within me to 
make unto thee., whoſoever thou art, 
chat: readelt theſc lines. . if 
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If there be in thee any conſolation iti 


fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any bowe 

and mercy.; then my firſt Requeſt| ls * 

do beſecch thee & bu thee in the name 
ofthe Lord J:ſas Chrifſt,if thou mindeff 
his glory, or thy own good, chat thou 
wouldſt ſeek the Kingdom of Heayen. 
in obedience to his command,in the firft 
place ; for in ſo doing,the L: "rd will be 


Chriſt, if any comfort of loye, if h 


| lorified, thy lizhr ſhining before men, 


that they ſecing thy obedience to him, 
may glorific thy Facher which is in. hed- 


'ven: + ſo while the whole World, 


with Martha,are troubled about ma 
things, thou mayſt with Mary dos 
the berrer part : That ſo while ſomeare' 
giving all diligence to ger earthly teas; 
ſure,thou may ſt give all diligence rg.get 


heavenly : And while ſome are. ſpend- | 


ing their time in vani:y, one endeavour:, 
ing to exceed another in folly ,,. thou. 
myſt redeem precious time for f anal, 
ends, cndeavouring. to excel others 

F 2 piety 2 


4." 
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piety : Thar ſo while others that have 
great, poſſeſſions , are with the Young 
man in the Goſpel going from Chriſt 
forrowfull,thou mayſt with Zachems re- 
ccive Chriſt joyfully , and be willing 
to part with ſome of thy goods cheer- 
fully. , 

My. ſecond Requeſt is, Thar in thy | 
addreſſes to the Facher, and approaches 
to the Throne of Grace in the name of 
che Son, by a lively taith in him,in whom 
are all our ſprings, from whom are all 
our ſupplies,thar among all chy requeſts 
rothe Lord of Hoſts, both for a ſupply 
of ſpiritual things and natural things, for 
thy ſclf and friends, that thou daily 
- ftandeſt inneed of ,, thou would'ſt have 
*  onexcqueſt, one cjaculation, one ſigh, 
one breathing,or one petition for me al- 
ſo:; That the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift , the Lord of glory, 
wowld give unto mea more full, cleer, 
powerful knowledge of his will in all wiſ- | 
dom &(piritual underſtanding that 1 might 

JE wa 
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] walk worthy of the Lord , being fruirful 
| | in every good work; that he would 
- | pour out upon me thar Spirir of Faith 
* | ſpokenof in the Goſpel, which was once 
*given to the Saints, which we are com- 
manded to contend for, and that Spirir 
of wiſdom and revelation in the know- 
ledge of him, the Spirit of councel and 
might, the Spirit of knowledge and of 
the fear of the Lord : that I might a& 
for God, from a pure principle of loye 
to God; that ſo nor onely finful ſelf 
might be denied in me, bur that alſo na» 
tural ſelf and religious ſelf might be laid 
| atthe feer of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as | 
dung and droſs in point of juſtification ' 
and falvation,which is all of free grace: 
That ſo when I come to cut off my lifg - 
like aWeaver, ( for my dayes flic away - 
ſwifrer then his ſhuttle) I may ſay wich 

| Simeon, Luk.2.29,30. Lord, let thy ſets * 
| want depart in peace, for mine eyes have 
ſeen thy ſalvation. Or at leaft I might 
ſay with Hezekiah, lſa.z8.3. Remember 
F 3 now, 
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now. 0 Lord, Iheſeech thee, how 1 have 
walked before thee in trath, and with a 
perfett hegrt :. or elſe that I mighs ſay 
1n the finceriry of my ſoul with Paul, 
2 Tim. 4. 7,8. 1 have fought the good | 
lp 1 bave finiſhed my courſe, 1 have 
Fept the For iT. is lad up for me 4 
cromn of glory. © 
* *'O thar our Parliament would. con- 
ſider with Fob, that although they have 
Jare long ;-yer now theit days are ſwif- 
.xer thenthe Weavers Shuttle, and they 
hall ſhortly cur off like a Weaver, Iſa. 
38.12; thar ſo they might minde what 
 Dawid faith, Pſal.15.4. He ſhall abide in 
£ Gods tabernacle; and dwelt in his holy hill, 
© that keopeth bis word and Promiſes : Oh 
zhat it iohe be your ſtudy fo to do, and 
* Fhar you would yer further improve the 
3 N ne opportunity in. diſcharging the 


xuſt repoſed to you by God and his 
cople for his Glory and their Liberty , 
and-this will bring you more. comfort, 
the end, then all your aut” and 
eſtates: 
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0 |. eſtates: which hath been, now- 1s, and 
ever ſhall be my requeſt ro God for 
Ou. 
f O that our Armies, whom God hath 
made fo victorious, would now pay 
their Vows that they made to the Lord 
of Hoſts in the day of their diſtreſs,and 
| that ſpeedily, becauſe their days are 
ſwifter then the Weavers Shuttle. 

O thar Magiſtracy and Miniſtry 
would confider, how ſwift this Shuttle 
flies,and yer their days flic ſwifter; that 
ſothe one might nor judge for Rewagd, * 
and the other teach for hire :that ſo the 
firſt wheel that moves them to a&; *' 
might be out of conſcience unco God, | 
and faithfulneſs to his People , whoſe | 
ſervants they are. BE 

O' char all men of all Opinions, by 
| [ what nick-name ſoever they be known, 

VIZ. Epiſcopacy, Presbyterie, Independenty, 

Lutherans , Socinians, Arminians, AWd- 
, baptiſts, Antinomians, would confider 
that their days are ſwifter then the Wea? 

F 4 vers 
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wers Shuttle, and give off that exceſhive 
contending abour -the garment of Reli- 
210n, and the Form in which they are 
ro Worſhip, which is bur as paying 
Tithe of Commin and Annis, and the 
while the Power of Rel: pion is much 
abated, and the weighty marrers of the 
Law neglected ; Faith and Repentance, 
Self- denial, and an holy Converſation, 
theſe by many are ſhut ont of doors; .and 
ſo-whiles we lie contending for the 
+ Form, the Power of Religion i is much 
abated ; and ſo the gravv, marrow, and 
ſap of our ſouls is almoſt earen out, ſo 
that we had need, and that ſpecdily, to 
take the Councell of Chriſt, Rev. 3.2. 
Be watchfull , and ſtrengthen the things. 
that be ready to die ;, for 1 have net found 
thy works perfect before God : thou haſt a 
name that thou l:veſt, but thou art almoſt 
| flead,; for thou haſt but « « little frength, 
vers. | 
- - Now my Brethren let me tell you, 
tha T fear moſt of you, inſtead.of con- 
| ſidering 
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fidering the great work that you have 
yet to do, and the little time. allotred 
you to do it; and how ſwift thar litrle 
time paſſeth away. I ſay,inſtead of con- 
ſidering this, you all fall a weaving of 
the Spiders Web, 1ſ4.59,5. that is,you 
are contriving Plots as may intangle 0- 
thers, as the Spiders do the Flies, to 
their dammage and detriment, or'to 
their urter undoing and deſtruction : 
bur let me te}] you,as in 7ſa.59.6. Your 
Web ſhall not become garments; which 
is, your devices, plots , and pradtifes, 
though they may hurr and miſc hieve 0- 
thers, yet they ſhall not help or avail 
your ſelves; all the good or gain you 
gather by them ſhall ſtand you in no. 
ſtead z they will not be able ro ſhelcer; 
you againſt Gods wrath, no morether 
a coat of Cobweb is able to ſhelreriyow. 
from a fierce ſtorm, or athick volley-of o 
ſhot - they ſhall all prove in conclufion!' 
as Cobwebs to your ſclyes, for any {uc-: 
cour or benefic that you ſhall receive 
C. « | Fo al G from 
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from them, ot reap by them:Sce 7/a.28. 
15.18.20. | 

Uſe 5. Forafmuch, as: the ſoul is a 
more excellent piece then the body, it 
is but reaſon that we ſhould ſpend more 
zime and pains in ſeeking the well being 
of che one before the other; and if men 
did ſo indeed, they would make Reli- 
glon their buſineſs : 1» ſeeking firſt the 
#ingdom of heaven, and the righteouſneſs 
thereof: knowing that all things that con- 
fern the well being of the body, ſhall be 
eAded unto them : Bur alas {! we ſcrve the 
world, which was made to ferve us,and 
fo webecome our ſervants ſervant: Re- 
tivion is nor our buſineſs: but the world 
and che things thereof, is our bufineſs : 


- Mid Recligionis a thing bir by rhe by : 


when we have nothing to: do'abour our 
partieular calling, we will a lictle look 
afecr our general calling : if we be cal- 
led upon to hear fuch a Sermon,to-con- 
fer with ſuch Chriſtians abour the buſi- 


_ nefs of our ſouls, and our thriving in 


Spirt- 
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' withthe Lord) ſpeaking t© this ,-.fxbm 
C4 tes Gen.45. 38,20. You 
> that /ſaac bleſſing of F&cob and Eſan; he 


and the ſwiftneſs thereof anfolded. Yr 
Spicicual chings , why we have many 
> offs : the buſineſs concerning our 
ouls muſt wait upon us from day to 
day, from weck to week, from moneth 
to moneth : nay, ſometimes from year 
to year, before we bear leiſure ro take 
that into our conſideration : it is eaſter 
for a man to prefer a Petition to the 
Parliament, and to get a promiſe of 
raking ones buſineſs into ſerious confi- 
deration, and to anſwer our defires,then 
it is to get our ſtubborn hard hearts (ſo 
glewed ro the World) to be art let 
{ure to conſider the ſtare of our fouls : 
we think every minuce ſpent about tha 
to be an hour, and every hour a 
whole day, and every day a year, 

I remember the words of a man (now 


all find rherey 


bleſt them both : but ſee with what 
difference he' bleſſed Facdb, 2.28. \Gad 
give thee of the dew of heaven,antrhe fe 
_—_ 5 neſs 
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neſs of the earth, Then look ro Eſaw's 


' bleſſing : Behold (ſaith Jacobs father) thy 


dwelling ſhall be the fatneſs of the earth, 
and of = dew of heaven frons above , 
vV.39. Mark, tney were bo:h bleſſed 


With the dew of heaven, and facneſs of 
the carth : bur now in Facobs bleſſing , 


the dew of heaven is firſt, and the fatneſs 
of the earth is 19 the ſecond place ; bur 
in Eſa bleſſing, the fatreſs of the earth 
is firſt, and the dew of heaven in the ſe- 
cond place. Notin? this, that a god! 

man indeed, the grenteft thing that he 
ſhould mind in the firſt place, is the dew 
of heaven, and then in the ſecond place 
the vleſsing of the earth : But ancatthly 
man in the firſt place ſeeks for the /atneſs 


7 of theearth, and in the next place the dew 


of heaven. Hence i 15 that the choiſeſt 
of our thoughts are carried forth and 
bufied about earthly things, &c. And 
m order thereunto , how will men riſe 
early, and lie down late, and eat the bread 


7 refwoneſs; and travail night and day, 
far 
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far and near, through heat and cold, 
thick and thin, deprive themſclves of 
fleep,and many times of neceſſary foods 
and all to gather alittle Morhs-neſt ro- 
gecher 5 which once gotren, the Moths 
ſoon conſume it,unleſs it rakes wings and 
flies away, before the Moths can enter, 

| asSinProvez3.5. 

Are not moſt men and women in Eng- 
land like Corah, Dathan,and Abiram? we 
read of them, that they were ſwallowed 
up of the earth : and ſo at this day there 
be many millions of ſouls, both rich and 
poor, old and young, *malc and female, 
ſwallowed up of the earth, tor they make 
it cheir great bufineſs, and therefore the 
ſtrongeſt endeavours of their ſpirits are 
employed to cfﬀfect and accompliſh their: 
own carnal ends: yea, the whole man. 
'\- both ſoul and body is laid out to the: 
{ uttermoſt ; they will negle& no rime, 
ſpare no pains co increaſe their earthly 
treaſure. | 

Indeed I have flood almoſt amazed, 
when 
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when I have a little conſidered the 
temper of my own heart & the ſtate of 
others : wherein I find,that we are very 
diligent and ready to do that which we 
have no command for , and that which 
we have warrant for, we are neglizent 
to do. As to. inſtance; We have no 
command (as I can remember) ro make 
the things of this life ſo ſure to us and 
our poſterity, alth>ugh in a moderate 
fenſc it may be lawful and expedient ſo 
to do: but for our Evidence for Heaven, 
and our affurance of our intereſt in G 1d, 
to this we have many commands. G:ve 
all diligence to make your calling and ele- 
&0n ſure,as 2 Pet.1.10. And again,2 Cor. 
3,5. Examine your ſelves whether you be 
2 the faith, prove your own ſelves : know 
you x0t your own ſelvs, how that leſus Chriſt 
' {£ 1:y04,except ye be reprobates ? x Col. 23, 
Continue in the faith grounded and ſctled, 
avd be not moved away from the hope of the 
Goſpel which ye have heard,c. Now for 
our aflurance of carthly things, men ne-. 
ver 
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yer think them ſure enough ; but how 
careful are we to make all things infal- 
lible, as there can be no way ( as we 
think ) wherein we can be deceived £ 
And to ſecure this earthly treaſure, how 
do men rtoile and labour, and their 
thoughts run inthe night? and as ſoon 
as you ariſe in the morning, you run 
headlong about the world, having fo 
many things to do,you know not which 
to do firſt : Bur the bufineſs of our ſouls 
and the aſſurance for heaven, we cither 
think not of it atall; orif we do, we 
make that but a buſineſs by the by : but 
as for the matters of the carth, men will 
go from this Lawyer to another, to ask 
counſel, and to ſec whether it be ſure, 
and to ſee whether there can be any_ 
thing done ro make it more ſure; ſo that: 
moſt men never think it ro be ſure e> 

nough : bur as for our aſſurance in ſpt- 
ritual things, either we are contented 
with none at all, or <lſe any flender 
aflurance will ferve the turn, Go from 
One 
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one {car to another, and enquire of the. 


People, what evidence have you of 
Peace made berween God and your 
fouls ? What evidence have you char 
you are gone beyond any formal Pro- 
feſfour 2 Whar aſſurance have you that 
the ſaving work of God is wrought in 
you 2 Why theſe be either Paradoxes 
or. Myſteries' : the people know not 
whar'this doth mean': many of them 
laying in effec, ir is an impoſſible thing 
for a man upon carth to have affurance 
of his ſalvation, and ſo poor ſouls they 
drop into the grave one after another, 
havinz no more aſſurance of Gods 


- Ioverothem;or of their intereſt in him, 


then rhe beaſts of the field: they came 
firſt-from'the earth *{ and all the while 
they lived their hearts were upon it,and 
{o'they die and return unto ir, never 0- 
| beying that voice, ey. 22.29, O earth, 
earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord. 
{Theſe men have denyed Chriſt here 
whilethey lived in' the body : now - 
2:0 Var 
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will deny them, Mat.10.33. & 2 Tim, 
2.12. 

T hey. were aſhamed to own himi in 
his people here, now he will not owl 
them, Zak. 9.26. 

Chriſt called upon them to repent, and 
they would not; and now they ſhall 
not repent if they would. 

They would none of his ways here: 
and he will not accept of their perſons 
hereafter, Mat.7.23. 

- O then ler Religion beour buſineſs: 
Ler us ſeck the Kingdom of Heaven in 
the firſt place, Mar. 6.33. And again,; 

3 Ep.7ohn, ver.2, 1 wiſh even above all 
thing: thou mightſt proſper in. thy body, 
even a thy ſoul profpereth, Mark, here 
| was a foul flouriſhing, growing and 
thriving, and char.in the firſt place; and. 
next unto that is the moderate care of - 
the body ; and this is Gods order : but - 

. mans care is moſt for the body firſt, and 
then a little for the foul afterwards 
when'thou haſt nothing clſe ro do : bug 
G know 
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| Kknow Cod will have the firſt. fruits or 

\* none; all chy after-ſervices, are bur like 
+ Caiwn'sSacrifices, procuring a curſe ra- 
ther then a bleſſing. 

In a word, we were not made to ferve 
the world;the world was made to ſerve 
ns, 'and we were made to ſerve God. 
Ler every creature, efpecially Man,con- 
tinue in his place; for man is the moſt 
excellent creature of all on earth : Le 
him then tranſcend all in his holy obe- 
dicnce to his Maker: We are nor our 
own, we ought not to live to our ſelves ; 
we have forfeited our lives many atime; 
the wages of che leaſt fin is death and 
curſedne(s, and yet our lives have been 
xeſtored to us again. For what end 2 
why, ſaith the Scripture,that we might 
not live to our ſelves, but unto God. 


Oh how often times doth he call, | 


how carneſtly doth he knock at the 
door of our hearts © how powerfully 
dorthe ſtrive £ how long doch he wait 
upon us to ger us to yield unto him 2 
namely, 


namely, .to have our hearts diſ-ingaged 
from all things beneath himſelf: and yet 
| ſuch wretches as we are, we will os 
yield. Whar is become of that frame 
of Spirit that was. upon the Saints iri 


former days * \Nathaz uſed bur one-pa- | 


rable to David, and he was converred : 
Jonah preached but few days ro Nine- 
veh, and they reperted : Chriſt look- 


ed back once upon Peter, and he wept 


bitterly ; bur there is ſuch a (piric of 
fumber fallen upon moſt of the people 
in theſe days, that nothing will prevail, 

unleſs it be that place, Rev. 21.11. -HEe 
that is unjaſt, let him be ſo ſill : and he 
which s Eby, let him be filthy fill; 

And fo they 1 make good this place; as it 
is ſpoken by way of precept, and,not by. 


| way of caution ; never confi devine 4 


what will become of them in the e 
thereof. 


O ye ſons and daughters of men, did 


not our tender loving Lord God make 
us Lords of the Creation ? and are not. 
G 2 we 


ind the ſwifineſs thereof infolded, #5 
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we become Servants unto it £ Did not 
he make man the wiſeſt of all Crea- 
tures ? and is there any Creature_under 
the whole Heaven ſo unwiſe as man ? 
Did he nor put a fear and a dread upon 
\. every creature, Gen.g.2. And the fear 
| *of you, and the dread of you, ſhall be upon 
every beaſt of the earth, and upon every 


fowlof the ayr, and upon all that moveth 
on the earth, and upon all the fiſhes of the 


fea: into your hands are they delivered : 
J : 
But how is poor filly man afraid of, and 


become a Servant to the meaneſt of 


all cheſe Creatures in a Spiritual ſenſe! 
Theſe were made our ſervants, and 
have been faichfull in their ſervice to us: 
we were Created in the Image of God, 
and appointed by him to be ſerviceable 
unto him : and yer the whole Creation 
- are more ſ{crviceable unto him, and do 
not diſhonour him as man doth, 7ez.8, 
6,7. 1 hearkened ({aich the Lord ) and 


heard, but (che moſt excellent picce of 


my workmanſhip) man ſpake not aright : 
| _ 


LIMI 


of - 
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no man repented him of hs wickedneſs, 
ſayine, what have 1 done 2 Sol was fain 
to repent my {elf that ever I made man: 
for every one runneth into ſin, as the 
horſe ruſheth into the battel: Yea,the Stork 
in the heavens knows her appointed times, 
and the Turtle, and the Crane, and the Swal- 
low ob(erve the time of their coming ;_ but 
my People know not the judgments of the 
Lord, Man,that was made the wilſeſt of 
all, is become the verieſt fool of all. 

And oh that we ſawirt ! 1 Cor.3.18, Let 
go man deceive himſelf : If any man among 
you ſeemeth to be wiſe, let him become a fool 
that he maybewiſe. Welike fools take a 
great deal of pains to make our ſelves 

miſerable : We forſake che Fountain of 
living endurable waters, and ride and 

run through thick and thin, labour and - 


. toyl, dig and hew untoour ſelves-Ci 


ſterns, yea broken Ciſterns that will hold 


#0 water, Jer.2.12,13. 


If 7ohy were to write an Epiſtle tothe 


/ Profeſſors of our dayes,as once he did ro 


G 3 Gains, 
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Gaius, 3 Ep. 6b. v.1,2.Beloved 1 wiſh a- 
bove all =_ that thou mayſt proſper &+ be 
in bealth,cven as thy ſoul proſpereth: 1 ſay, 
If he were to write to us, he would un- 
doubredly change his voice, and ſay, 
Q ye Profeſſors now extant in the Engl! A 
Nation, 1 wiſh above all things that ye may 
proſper in your ſouls, even as your bodies 
proſper. O chou haſt a f »uriſhing body, 
bur a ſtarved ſoul : thy eyes ſtare OUt 
with farneſs , thou baſt more then 
heart can wiſh, thou art lite the greey 
Bgy tree, or the Willows by the watcr ſide; 
thou haſt given chee thy hcarrs deſire : 
but thou haſt a lean, famiſhed, ſtarved 
ſoul'; and I could wiſh above all things 
that thy ſoul proſpered as thy docy pro- 
ſperech. Oh, is it not betterto go to 
Heayen with poor Lazarms,then to Hell 
with rich Dives ? Is it not better, O 
{bns and daughters of men, to be often 
ſaying with our head Chriſt , The foxes 
bave holes, and the birds of the air have 
veſts, but the Sex of #1 w49 hath not where to 
lay 
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lay his head ; then to be ſaying in erf:&t 
as moſt do at this day , with that rich 
man, LZ«k.12,17.18,19,20. Soul , thon 
haſt much goods laid up for many years; 
take thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry ? 
but God ſaid unto him, Thor fool, this 
#ght ſhall thy ſoul be required of thee, 8&c. 
We have forgotten thoſe words, 10h. 
2.15. Love not the world, neither the things 
of the world : if any man love the world, 
the love of the Father i not in him. O how < | 
few {uch can we find in a whole Pariſh, 
in a whole City,in a whole Shire ! nay 
how many (think you} are there in a 
whole Nation, that love the world,and 
ſo have not the love of the Father abi- 
ding in them ? 

In this Epiſtle of 76h», the Spirit of | 
the Lord (inthe mouth of his ſeryant} 
cals to all the ſons of men, and craves 
their diligent attention: 7 have written 
ts you Fathers , 1 have written to you Chit 
dren, 1 have written to you Toung men: | 
Why * ? what is the Spirit of che Lord | 
G 4 about | 
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about to make our unto us Only here 
15 theſum, ver.15. Love not the world, 
mor the things of the world : for if any mas 
Hwe the world, the love of the Father is not 
in him. 2, | 

* 0b ef. Bur ſome will be apr to ſay, 
We dolove God, we do not love the 
World. | | 

*cAnſw. How ſhall that appear? If 
I ſhould try thy practice by the Scri- 
ptures, I ſhall find char rhou doſt love 
the wotld, and nor God; 1 1h. 3. 
17. Whoſo hath this worlds good, and ſeeth 
hs brother in need, and ſhutteth up his bow- 
els of compaſsion, how awelleth the love of 
God in him? Thar thou haſt faith, ſhew 
| Ittomeby thy works; and if thou haſt 
love; ſhew it by its fruits; Indeed there 
is abundance of Faith and Love in the 
Nation, but I can find bur lictle in my 
' felf and others, in the powerful opera- 

tion. The Power of Godlineſs is bur here 

and therein a corner : and when it doth 

þut a lictle peep our, or pur forth its 

© Re &: © | head, 
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head, the Dogs of Egyps begin to bark 
for a long ſpacewithour atyintermiſhon; 
and theſe Dogs are as cunning as Achi- 
tophel, and as cloquent as Herod, and ſo 
make the poor ignorant people belieye 
that they do bark atThieves,that would 
break open their Church-doors , and 
ſteal away their Religion : when indeed 
they bark at the Sheep, that would hear 
Chriſts voice, and follow him. ( But no 
more of this at preſent.) 

Again, conſider, that the love of the 
world is brought in by the Apoſtle to 
be the root of all evil. 1 Tm. 6.10. 
For the love of money ts the root of all evil, 
&c. Now by money we commonly 
underſtand gold and filver, which is the 
pureſt metal of all: and one would think 
in reaſon, if any thing of the world were 
to be beloved , then the moſt choiſe 
things ſhould be the obje of our love: 
but gold and filver, although the pureſt 
and choiſeſt thing of all, rhat will buy 
any thing inthe world , nay , —_— 

| al 
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ſaid of it, Fccleſ.10 19. Money anfier- 
eth all things. Y<ct to love this (ſaith the 
Spirit of the Lord in his word ) is the 
root of all cvil, 1 Tim.6.10. 

In a word, conſider, A man takes a 
great Ceal of pains in getting goods,and 
a great deal of care 1a the keeping of 
them, and a vreat deal of ſorrow in 
lofting them, and bur a very little com- 
fort in the enjoyment of them. We may 
look back upon them all, as Solomon did 
Ecclef.2.1i, Then 1 looked upon all the 
works that my hand 11d wrought , and on 
the labour that I had labourcd;, aud behold, 
al was (not only) virity, (but alſo) ve- 
xation of ſpirit , and there was no profit 
under the Sun. Here wiſe Solomon writ 
Yanity upon the. Crown of all worldly 
treaſures and pleaſures : and why is this 
written bur for our learning,upon whom 
the end of the world is come ? 

Bur there are bur few of us of Solo- 
mons mind : and that will appear in our 
raking ſo much paines in gathering 

= wealth, 


and the ſwiftneſs thereof unfolded. 99 
wealth, and then we ſet our affeQions 
and minds abrood upon them, until ( as 
a hen her chickens } we have hatched 
them, and then a little while after they 
ger themſelves wings and flic from us. 
Oh why do we ſet our eyes upon that 
which is not ! See Prov.23.5. 

Ina word, the Scriptures which are 
written for our learning, and are pr ofita- 
ble for dottrine, for reproof, and for corre- 
tion, ard for inſiruttion, that the man of 
God might be throuzhly furniſh:d4 unto t- 
very good work : Theſe Scriptures ſo 
excelient, if you read them, you hall 
find there is contained in them ar leaſt 
ten precepts or commands to look to 
the being and well-being of our ſouls, 
for one command to look to our budicgg 
and ar leaſt ren promiſes for a bleſſing 
upon thar, for one promiſe of a bleſſing 
upon us in point of a large enjoyment 
of outward things ; and yer ſuch fools 
are moſt of us, we rake ten times the 
pains and care for the latter, more then 

we 


- « 
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we do for the former. Gods order is, ' 
Szek ye firſt the kingdom of beaven (and - 
then in the ſecond place ) thoſe things 
ſhall be given #nto yos - bur our pradtite 
15,t0 {eek the things of this lifc firſt, and 
the Kingdom of heaven art laſt, when we 
have nothing elſe ro do. The Lord 
faich, Lay up treaſures in heaven firſt : bur 
we will lay up treaſures on earch firſt. 
Oh, how contrary is our practiſe to 
the Commands of our Creator ! Ic 
would be endleſs for a man to inſtance 
in what is written in Scripture to this 
thing : therefore I ſhall inſtance in one 
Scripture for all : and that is in Mar.6.in 
which Chapter from the ninth verſero 
the 34. our blefled Saviour draws ar 
leaſt cen Arguments againſt Coveroul- 
neſs. 

I. Saith he, Lay mot up treaſures on 
earth, for the math, and ruſt will corrupt 

it, and thieves will ſteal, Matth. 6. 
19, 20, 

" 2. Saith he, If your treaſure be in the 

world. 
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world, your hearts will be in the world, 
VEL.21. 

3. Chriſt tells us, we cannot obey 
him and the world too : No man can 
ſerve two maſters, God, and eMammon. 
VEIL. 2 4. > 

4. He bids us, Take no care what ye 
fhall eat, and drink, or for rayment what 
' Je ſhall put on, ver. 25. And that for 
theſe Reaſons, The fowls of the ayr do 
not ſowe, nor reap, nor gather into barns: 
Are you not better then they ? (ſaith our 
Saviour) ver. 26. 

5. He demands of us, why we do 
take ſuch thought for rayment - Con- 
fider (ſaith he) the Lilies of the field how 
they grow : they toyl not, neither do they 
ſpin, and yet Solomon #n all his royaltie 
w4s not arayed like one of theſe, verſes . 
28, 29. | 

6. He demands this queſtion of us, 
Which of you by taking thought, can adde 
one cubit to his ſlature? ver. 27. 


7. Wherefore if God ſo cloath the graſs 
, 
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of the field, ſhall he not much moye cloath 
90u , O yeof little faith? vyer.zo. 

8. Therefore ſaith che Lord Chriſt,if 
this be true, as moſt rrue it is) Take ne 
thonzht at all, what ye ſhall eat, or drink, 
or wherewithall ye ſhall be cloathed ; for 
' after all theſe things do the Gentiles ſeek, 
VEr. 31,32» 

9. If forall this ye will be ſecking 
theſe things: Be ſure you ſeck firſt the 
kingdom of heaven, and the righteouſneſs 
thereof : and then ye need not {eck fo 
earneſtly for theſe, they {hall be added un- 
70 you, VEr. 33. ; 

10. Take therefere no thought for the 
morrow (nor pray for no more then dai- 
ly bread ; for the next day ſhall take 
thought for it ſelf ) ſuficient to the aay is 
the evil thereof, ver. 34. | 

Then let our converſation be without co- 
wverouſneſs ; for he hath ſaid, He will never 
fail us nor forſake us, Heb.13 5. 
Some of our humane Scholars ſay, 
char in che original of this Text , the 

| words 
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words (1will ntver leave thee) is menti- 
oned five times : bur I have ſearched 
the Scripture : and I finde it written in 
the Scriptures above five times five, 7 
will never leave thee nor forſake thee. The 
candle that gave me lighe ro read it was 
lighted in Heaven : and the key that 

opened the book, for it was ſcaled, was 
the Spirit of God: the eyes by which I 
{aw it, was the eyes of my underftand-? 
ing , being enlightened according | the 
thar Eph. L.tS$. jy 

Alſo minde thoſe words of C'*? 

Luk.12.15. And he ſaid unto ther Gor 
heed and beware of covetouſneſs « a a 
mans life conſfiſfteth not in the abun 6 i le. 
things which he poſſeſſeth : nor in? 
for then Pharaoh had been ble _ 
in wit, for then Achitophel bp ſo.my- 
blefſed : norin wealth, for th. ſmall 
had been bleſſed : bur true bleſſe? o& 
from above : The bleſ:ng of the Lon F 
kethrich, and bringeth no ſorrow with .\. 
Prov. 10.22, 


- Les 
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Let not the wiſe man glifty in his wiſdom, 
peither let the mighty man glory in his 
might : let not therich man glory in his 
riches; but let him that glorieth, glory in 
ths, that he underſtandeth, and knoweth 
me, that 1 am the Lord that exerciſeth lo- 
wing kindneſs, jſudgment,and righteouſneſs 
in the earth , for in theſe things 1 delight, 


ſaith the Lord, ler. 9.23,24. 


£, But I fee the glory of moſt men, both 
k:y,4Ers and Followers to be in this, 
thergneir dung mixtion is bigger and 
earnce” hen their neighbours, Oh thact 
20 you, I ſhould be ſuch fools to glory 

10. 3Þ of dung, which doth nor 
morrow Ak» but breed noylom Crea- 
Iv breaY<t if a mans Dunghill be a 
thought perthen his neighbours, he gets 
the evil ;4OP Of it, and ſtands with one, 

Then [iS arms on kimble, and looks 
werouſyd if any of his poor neighbors 
41 y-aath not ſcraped ſo much roge- 

e) come to ſpeak with him, he muſt 


,ome with his hat in his hand, and his 
oO 


leg 
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leg ſcraping, and his head bowing , or 
elſe he cannot finde acceptance with 
his rich neighbour. I have obſerved 
theſe things not only in the Laity, bur 
alſo in the Clergy : if one of the Mt-. 
niſters have gotten a fatter Benefice 
then the reſt about him : how fine will 
he go cloathed 2 how daintily. will he 
fare ? how, big will he look s And it. 
any of his Brethren, that hath nor ſo, 
much per annum as himfelf , come to 
ſpeak with him, he muſt knock at the 
door, and it admitted in , he muſt 


ſtand in the Court, and it may be have a. ? 


Meflage brought him, Sir,the Do@or 
IS in his Chamber, or newly entred in. 
to his Study, you muſt ſtay a while : 
and why ſo? why this Miniſter, and ma-. 
ny more here inthe Countrey have bug 
{mall Dunghils, and are but as ſo ma- 
ny journey men, they ſerve bur at ſmall 
Chappels of caſe ; but. the Doctor 
ſerves, and is Curate of the mother: 
Church; the other Church are bus, 

cnc 
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the daughters, and muſt pay Tribute to 
the Mother: $o that all forts, all ranks 
and degrees of men, young and old ; 
noble and ignoble 3 profeſſing people, 
as well as profane; Clergie as Laity,are 
more or leſs laying up Treaſures in the 
earth, and accompr chemſelves more or 
leſs honourable, not according to the 
meaſure of Grace they receive, bur ac- 
cordin2 to the meaſure of wealth the 
have: and yer theſe men would nor be 
accounted worldly men. 

And what ſhall I ſay to theſe things 2 
ſhall I ſay of you,as in Gen.6.5. And God 
ſaw the wickedneſs of man was great, e& that 
every imagination of the thous hts of hus hart 
was only evil continually, ec. Or ele ſhall 
Iiſpeak co you,as in 1 oh 5.19. The whole 
world lyeth inwickedneſs : Or ſhall I nor 
rather ſpeak ro you in the language of 
che Prophet, ſarah 56. 11. Tea, they be 
greeaydogs which can never have enough, 
and they be ſhepherds that cannot under- 
ſtand : they all look to their own way, 
\ every 
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every one for his gain from his quarter, 
Iſa.56.11»: 

T hus I ſee men be content to endure 
iny labour, and to hazard themſelves 
ro innumerable dangers, and to ſutfer 
many and grievous miſeries , that they: 
may be aflured of earthly things: and 
yet their ſtrongeſt aſſurances be bur un-, 
certainties, and the beſt things of the 
world aſſured, but trifling vanities : the 
Merchant is content to compaſs Sea 
and Land,and to run many hard and ha- 
zardous Courſes , and all ro get ſome 
Wealth, which he is uncertain wherher. 
he ſhall obtain; or if obtained, whether 
he ſhall retain or enjoy it one day to his 
comfort, 

Oh then,” why ſhall rhe choiſeſt of 
our choughts be ſo buſfied about earth- 
ly chings, & {0 we let our hearts cleave. 
to theearth ,and ſo the whole man filled 
- with diſtraQting cares ! It purs, men up- 
on' great temptations, 1 Tim.6.9. They 
that will be rich, fall into temptation and 4 
3 ſnare. 
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ſnare. Again, it is a diſhonour ro God, 
and a ſcandal to Religion : belides, it 
hinders our preparation for dearh ; for.. 
we are thinking upon the world, when 
we ſhould be. thinking on that Text, 
0b 7.6. My dayes are ſwifter then 4 
Weavers ſhuttle. Sce Luk.21.34. Ando 
inthe end the World will drown thee in 
deſtruftion, 1 774.6.9, Ir choaketh all 
the good we have, either publike or pri- 
vate, Mat.13.4. It all this be roo little 
ro {et forth the ſad condition of world- 
lineſs, conſider, it is the root of Apoſtas 
cie : when Demas embraced the world, 
he forſook God, 2 Tim.4.10. If that be 
ro0 little, the Scripture callerh ic Adul- 
terie,7am.4.4. And if all this be yet too 
ſhorr,confider anorher Scriptare calleth 
K Idolattie, Eph.5.5 
 - -Objed.t. Wrhatſhould a man do, or 
'whar. means ſhould I make uſe of, 
; That I might hang looſe ro rhe world e 

\ Objc#.z. How faris it lawfall for a 
Chriſtian zo ule the world? To be dilt- 


gent 
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gent in our Calling,is Gods Command: 
and idleneſs is forbidden as finfull. 1.Of 


"the firſt of theſe, what means ſhould I 


make uſe of, to rake off my heart and 
affefions from theſe worldly things © 
Anſw. When a man hath picched 
his higheſt thoughts, and deareſt af- 
fetions upon any thing which he e- 
ſteems moſt highly , he cannot dil-in- 
gage his entire love unto that thing,un- 
till he be convinced of ſomething that 
there is which is inore excellent: we 
cannot _ a leſſer, untill we ſee a 
greater good. If the world or any thing 
in the world be higheſt in our thoughes, 
deareſt in our afteRions, and ſtrongeſt 
in our Wills, then our Wills will will 


. that: ouraffetions will affe that; and 


our thoughts will be upon thar, and 
there they cannot bur center, untill thene 
is ſomething diſcovered unto us, to be 


more excellent. 


Now if Chriſtians, ſo called, had 


bur the leaſt knowledge of the Slory of 


H 3 che 
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the Almighty, how excellent he is in his 


s 
ff 4 


"name once;ſce what followeth, 1 Cat. 3+ 


Attributes, as Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs» 
Truch,and Faithfulne(s, Mercy, and Ju- 
ſtice,&c.I ſay, were but the back parts of 
the Alnighry G:d unvailed, and did 
we (ee him,and though bu: ar a diſtance, 
we ſhould preſently fee him to be the 
tounta'n of -all excell:ncy, and thetrue 
object of all love, ſo that all the excel- 
tence in all the whole Creation, which 
weit'e fools had pitched our hearts vp- 
on , is but as one drop of water to the 
wholc Ocean fea, to the beauty, ſweet- 
neſs, and glory of the Creator, God 
bleſſed for ever. Now this moſt glori- 
ous Being hath promiſed to manif< ſt 
himſelfro us;' and the Scripture tells us 
is life to know him : it is heaven to 
behold him : it is melody to hear him: 
ir is endleſs happineſs ro enjoy him : to 


know him,is roknow all chings;for they 


had their beings from him, 'and center 
in him :' if rhou come but to know: his 


late -« Be- 
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Becauſe of the ſavoury of thy good oint-- 
ment : thy name i 4s ointment poured 
forth, therefore do the wirgins love thee. 
M.irk, theretore do they love thee for 
the excellency that is in thee. -% 7 
O then, taſte and ſee, how good the 
Lord is, and when thou haſt ſeen his 
' beauty, and rafted of his excellency,we 
need not bid thee love him : all che men 
and women in the world could not 
' quench thy love to him: thy love would 
be as ſtrong as death : many waters 
could not quench it : and when once 
thou comeſt to love him purely for 
himſelf, becauſe he loved thee firſt, 
then thou wilt ceaſe loving the world, 
knowing that if any man love the 
world, the love of the Farther is not in 
him : and ſo while cM artha is troubled 
about many things , thou wilt with Ma- 
ry chooſe the berrer part: and as once 
he was ſatisfied and contented © with 
the world withour God, ſo now he en- 
deayors to be contented - with God, 
: H 4 with. 
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E: withour the world. The world was 


once thy portion,now the Lord is thy por- 
os Pſal.16.5. and Pſal.119.57- Lam 


” The loſs of the things of this world 
did once trouble thee; now thou canſt 
ſuffer the ſpoiling of thy goods joyfally, 
Heb.10.34- 

"Theglory andexcellency of all things 
tinder the Sun,are not ſo Precious as the 
lighe of his countenance ; if all the 
world {mile upon me, and my Father 
ſeem to frown or hide his face, I ſhall 
betroubled : but , if all things frown 
oh me, and He bur a little ſmile, I ſhall 
rejoyce with joy 'unſpeakable and full 
of glory. Let friends forſake me, let 
enemies deride me, ler all worldly com- 


' forts leave me, if thou hide not thy 


| ace, O Father, it is enough : I ſhall ſay 
1 wich Paul, 7 have learned in whatſoever 
4 fate I am in, tobe content therewith, Phil. 


- HIT. 
+1 Was once Ny + in {| n—_ things, 


Te: | 
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Iam now Spiritual in earthly things, 
. faith the ſanified Soul: I did once hare 


the Saints, I do now love them : And 1 
know that 1 have paſſed from death to life, 
becauſe 1 love the brethren, 1 Epilt. 70h. 


3-14. | 
I did lately delight in the company 
of ſinners ; now all my dclight is in the 
Saints that excell in vertue;zand rhe more 
ſpiritual any Chriſtian is, the more en 
tirely do I love him, {airh the enlig hten- 
ed ſoul. 1-1 
I did lately envy that man that did 
outſtrip me in getting goods : I could 
heartily wiſh how that all the Saints 
would double and trebble ; their dil 
gence in getting this heavenly treaſure 
I did eſtecm my ſelf berrer then others; 
I endeavour now toeſteem others bet: 
ter then my ſelf, according to that 
2 Phil. 3. 
And ſo much for anſwer to the fr 
Objection or Quere. 
* Object, 2, How faris it lawfull for a 
Chris 
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Chriſtianto uſe the world 2 becauſe to 
be diligent in ones Calling is Gods 
C ommand, and idleaeſs is forbidden as 
finfull. 

Anſ. Under corre&ion , and with 
fubmiſhon ro better judgements + I 
humbly conceive; that we having made 
ir our great buſin: {sto improve our Ta- 
Jenc or Talents, in working out the ma- 
niteſt3:19n of our ſalvation - and ha- 
ving givrn all diligence to make our 
Calling ind Eled&tion ſure, in waiting 
for the appear inces of the love of God 
the Fathcr chrough his ſon Jeſus Chriit 
by the Holy Spirir, in the uſe of all the 
Ordinances and appointments of Chriſt: 
baving I ſay in the firſt place made this 
the main of our buſineſs, not fo much 
that we might be ſaved by him, bur ra* 
ther thac hereby we might appear more 
capable to-aniwer that great end for 
which he gave us a being, namely, that 
his name might be glorified by Feſws 
ne In us. - 


«Nt: In 
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In the next place we are look to our 
bodies, and in order thereto, to betake 
our ſelves to labour, thar ſo we might in ' 
a ſenſe get our livings by the ſweat of 
our brows : this made Paul labour, wor- 
king with his hands, night and day,that 
he might eat his own bread, and not be 
chargeable to others, and ſo make his 
glorying void : And the ſame Almigh- 
ty that bids us hear, read, meditate,and 
pray, bids usalſoro be diligent in our 
Callings, and provide for our ſelves 
and Families, or elſc we come ſhort of 
Infidels : And again, Let him that hath 


ſtolne , ſteal no more, but work with his 


| hands, that he may bave for himſelf, and 


ſomething over for himthat needeth: T his 
is ſo known a thing that no man, unleſs 
thoſe thar have renounced their reaſon, 
and made nonſfence the mother of their 
Devotior, will deny ir, wherefore ir 
will be needleſs to write any more for 
the probation of it, only a word or 
two, how far itis lawful for a Chriſtian 
2 "As 


ws. 4 
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to be diligent in it : For I ſuppoſe that a 
Chriſtian may honour or diſhonour the + 
Almighty in the lawfull uſe, or finfull 
abuſe thereof, as well in his particular 
Calling, as in his general Calling. 

Firſt chen, follow thy particular Cal- 
ling, and be dil:gent therein, purely in 
obedience to the Command of God, 
char ſo if thou wert to have no profic by 
K.yer thou wouldſt follow ir, becauſe he 
cominands 1r, 

2. Be diligent therein , that ſorhy 
ſelf and Family may eat your own 
bread , pray and work for daily bread. 

3. Bediligent in your particular Cal- 
ling, thac fo you may be helpfull to 
others. 

4. Be ſure that in following this earth- 
ly Calling, chou doit with an Heaven- 
ly minde in every part of it. 

I had thoughts to have been large in 
every onetheſe, becauſe there be few 
that have learned this L:ſfſon;bur I have 


# perſwafion even now darted in upon 
4 my 
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my ſpirit ro write but a liccle more of 
each. 

1. Thenler us follow our particular 
Calling, and be diligent therein purely 
in obedience to the Almighty ; thar ſo, 
if we were but to have our labour for 
our pains, yet we would labour becauſe 
the Lord Commands us, Exad.20.y, 
Stix days ſhalt thou labour, &c. Sce again, 
Dent.5.12.and 2 Theſ. 3.11. 1 Theſ.411s 
And to work with our own hands as we com- 
manded you. 

2. Be diligent in your Callings, that 
ſo your {elves and families may eat your 
own bread. Though not in the firſt,yes 
in the ſecond place, thou mayſt have re- 
ſpe& to.the recompence of reward, 
2 Theſ.3.11,12. For we hear that there be 
ſome 1hat walk among you diſorderly, works 
ing not at all. ver.12, Now them that bt 
ſuch, we command that with quietneſs they 
work, and cat their own bread : and if they 
will not work, let them not eat, 2 Theſ: 
2-10.&c. I have often conlidered whasg. 


ſhould 
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ſhould bethe cauſe that many-men and 
women in ſome ſenſe, are in a worſe 
condition then the beaſts of the earth, 
or the fowls of the ayr ; for moſt rimes 
they have plenty of food and to ſpare ; 
and man which is Lord of theſe things, 
is often in want, ſo that many ſteal for 
Want:and I have ar laſt found, that their 
poverty dorh ariſe from theſe or the like 
things. | | 
1. Either frony Covetouſneſs, There 
* that withholdeth more then is meet, and 
it tendeth to poverty, Prov.11.24. 
2: Or<clic from waſtefulneſs,' or ex- 
ceſs in eating or drinking, Prov. 23.21. 
3- Or from the. oppreſſion of rhe 
ich, 7aw.5.4. 
4. Orclſe, from idlenefs, and floth- 
futneſs in their Callings. Prov.20.4. The 
fuggard will not ſowe becauſe of the cold, 
therefore he- ſhall beg in harveſt. 7 he dili- 
ext hand maketh rich, 
-. Bur theſe are not dilizent, and there- 
forc'are poor : Sec 1 Tim.5.8. He that 
(| prov:- 


and the fwiftaeſs thereof unfoldid. 1'y 
provideth not for thoſe of his awn howſe (by 
his lawtull Callingy mark chat man, he 
th denyed the faith, and i worſe then an 
enfidet. 4h 

3. Be diligent in your particular Cal- 
ling (as firſt and chiefly, in obedience ta 
the Command of God : and ſecondly, 
| rhat ſo you might provide for your own 
felves and familics:) thirdly, ſo be di- 
ligent init, that you may be helpfull co 
others jg their needs and wants, Eph 4- 
' | 28. Let himthat ſlole, ſteal no more, but 
labour working with his hands, that he may 
have to g1ve ro himthat needeth, orto di- 
ſtribute (as in the margent;) next ro out 
ſelves and families, we are to look to 
others; foralchough charity begins at 
. | home; it ſhould ſpread abroad, only in _ 
+ | giving - obſerve the Rule, Gal.6: 10%: 
| Do good unto all, but eſpecially to them that 
are of the houſhold of faith : and for thy 
incouragement hercin, read theſeand -- 
- | the like Scriptures, Luk.6.38. & Mats 
t | 25-34435,36 Fa 27 
5 Fourthly,. 
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ſhould bethe cauſe that many-men and 
women in ſome ſenſe, are in a worſe 
condition then the beaſts of the earth, 
or the fowls of the ayr ; for moſt rimes 
they have plenty of food and to ſpare ; 
and man which is Lord of theſe things, 
__ BSoftenin want, ſo that many ſteal for 


Want:and I have ar laſt found, that their 


poverty dorh ariſe from theſe or the like 
things. | | 

1. Either frony Covetouſneſs, There 
* that withholdeth more then i meet, and 
it tendeth to poverty, Prov. 11.24. 

2: Orclic from waſtefulneſs,' or ex- 
ceſs in cating or drinking, Prov. 23.21. 

3. Or from the oppreſſion of rhe 
ich, 74aw.5.4. 
4. Orclſe, from idlenefs, and floth- 
futneſs in their Callings. Prov.20.4: The 
fuggard will not ſowe becauſe of the cold, 
therefore he ſhall beg in harveſt. 7 he dtli« 

ent hand maketh rich, 

-. Burt theſe are nor dilizent, and there- 
forc'are poor : Sec 1 Twm.5.8. He that 
be 35s %. provi- 
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and the fwiftneſs thereof unfoldid. ty © 
provideth not for thoſe of his own howſe (by | 
his lawtull Calling) mark chat man, be 
IAth denyed the faith, and s worſe then an 
enfidet. 410 
3. Bediligent in your particular Cal- 
ling (as firſt and chiefly, in obediencera 
the Command of God: and ſecondly, 
| thar ſo you might provide for your own 
felves and familics:) thirdly, ſo be di- 
ligent init, that you may be helpfull co 
others jg their needs and wants, Eph 4. 
23. Let him that ſtole, ſteal no more, but 
labour working with his hands, that he may 
have to give ro himthat needeth, orto di- 
tribute (as in the margent;) next to our 
ſelves and families, we are to look to 
others; foralthough charity begins at 
home , it ſhould ſpread abroad, only'in 
giving - obſerve the Rule, Gal.6: 10%. 
| Do good unto all, but eſpecially to them that 
are of the houſhold of faith : and for thy + 


incouragement hercin, read theſeand - -* 


the like Scriptures, Luk.6.38. & Mats 


25-34435,36- Ya  - | 
Fourrhly,. 


f 
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Fourrhly and laſtly, be ſure that you 
follow this earthly Calling with an 
heavenly minde : when thou look 
upon the world or any ching therein, 
conſider it is a narutal Book, whercin 
thou mayſt read God ; thou mayſt ſee 
him, & learn of him ſomething i in althou 
purreſt chy hand unto: A man meerly 
pr Is earthly in Spiritual things: but 

a godly man is Spiritual in earthly 
things : An carthly man whygn he is 
hearing , -praying , or reading , his 
thoughts and affcRions are upon the 
things of the earth : bur a godly man 
when he 1s about his Calling, though 
the meaneſt, as Weaving , Spinning, 
Hedging , Ditching, or uſing his Ax 
or Hammer, he is more Spiritual then, 
I ſay; thena wicked manis, when he is 
praying, or hearing, or preaching, or 
adminiſtring, or receiving Sacraments : 
thatitis ſo, I know by wofull experi- 
ence;-and thou whoſoever thou art that 


/ readeſt theſe lines, ſhalc ſhortly know 


(if 
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(if chou doſt nor already) to be true: of 
elſe by wofall, and moſt wofull expe- 
rience in the higheſt degree it will ap- 
pear to thee to be ſo at the day of Judg- 
ment;when the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall 
be diſcloſed. Truly, I conceive that 
there is no one thing under Heaven that 
a man puts his hand unto, or beholdeth 
with his eyes, but we might behold our 
Creator in it, and learn ſomething from 
it: I will inſtance in a few Callings; 
leaving the induſtrious Reader to ins 
_ in the reſt, as occafion offers it 

elf. 

I will begin with the Husbandmaizas 
he is ploughing up the grounds to pre- 
pare ir for feed , the ground doth eyen 
tell him; char the fallow ground of his 
heart muſt be ploughed np,and fitted to 
receive Spitical ſced, 7er.4.3. Hoſ.: 6.12; 

And as he is ſowing the Corn, even 
the grain doth preach to him, ſaying, 1 
muſt die before I can bring forch: fraie; 
and fo muſt you that ſowe me ; die fo 
I th 
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the fleſh, before yeu'can bring forth | 
fruit unto God, Row.7.4. 

Then when a man comes to pluck up 
the weeds, every weed telis him, the 
ground was curſed for his ſ:ke, and that 
chere be many ſpiritual weeds in his 
foul rhat muſt be plucked our, or it will 
undo him inthe end, cM at.5.29,30. 

Then when he hath reaped,and is ma« 
king a ſeparation between the Tares and 
the Whear, this doth preach to him, 
ſo will theLerd of Heaven and earth 
ſhortly put a cifterence between the 
godly and the wicked, Mal.3.17.18. and 
Mat.3.12. 

Come to thoſe that ſpin, and-enquire 
of them, and they will, or mighrrell 
thec,that they may ſee and learn by the 
thred they ſpin, as in Mat.6.18. & Luk, 

12.27. Conſider the Lill.es of the field, 
for they toyl not, neither ſpin; and yet Sox 
lomon 7z all hi glory, was not arrayed like 
one of theſe, 

Then che Weaver, as he is Weaving, 
may 
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may think as if his Shuttle running 
ſhould ſay unto him, as in Fob 7.6. Thy 
days are ſwifter then the Weavers Shuttle: 
and when he hath woven our his Piece, 
& is Cutting it off, he may thereby learn, 
thar as he is come to the end of his piece, 
ſo he ſhail ſhortly come to the end of 


his life, and ſo cut off like a Weaver , as 


in 1ſa 38.12. 1have cut off like a Waavef 


' mylife. 


[ might inſtance in every ſtare, in eve- 


. ry condition, in every particular Cal- 


ling, in every particular Creature : bug 
for brevity ſake, I ſhall leave it corthe 
prudent Reader. 


* 
ul. wo WM 
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Ow that we may make Religion 

our buſineſs indeed, and ſo have 

our converfation in Heaven, 
whiles we live on the earth,and that we 
might be freed from all diſtrating 
Cares, and ſo ufe the world, as if we u- 
ſed it not, that we might I've above 
the world, even whilcs we are in the 
world,an4 that our chicf trading might 
befor heaven, that ſo our portion and 
rreaſure might be there, that our hearts 
might be there alſo. Conſider ferioufly . 
theſe enſuing particulars, viF;, 

1. That we arc all inthe preſence of 
God always, who takes a view of all 
our thoughts, words and deeds. 

2. That we have but few days ro live 
in the body, and they flic away ſwifter 
then the weavers Shuitle; wherefore if 
there be any thing for us to do, do it 
whiles 2t # cated to day, Heb. 3.13.15. 

3. It we make nor Religion our bu- 
fineſs, we ſhall loſe much of our com- 


fort here, in point of our well being; for 


if 
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if we were not wanting to our ſelves» 
we might live in Aeaven, whiles cat 
bodies were upon the earth. Conſider, 
that the Lord that made us, hath under- 
taken the care of us; He bids us wait on 
him , and he will fced us and clothe us, 

5. Conſider, that this God that hath 
taken the care of us by way of promile, 
is a faithful God, he cannot deny himſelf. 

6. If we do belive this, we ſhall with 
?0b and Paul, behold a hand of Provi- 
dence in, and read love under every 
diſpcnſation. (Firſt of the firſt of theſe.) 

1. That weare always inthe preſence 
of Almighty God, who takes a view of 
all our thoughts,words and deeds: and 
if this were believed by us, we ſhould 
do all things as in his preſence, ended- 
vouring to behave our ſelves ſoas is not _ -; 
onely good and commendable in the © -: 
fight of men, but of God alſo, who -: 
looks not only on the outward aRion, 
but ar che inward intention: Alſo this 
will cauſe us not only to put a watch 
I3 over 
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over the door of our mouth,bur alſo to 
put another warch over the thoughts of 
our hearts ; that ſo we may with Enoch 
walk with God, that is, ſet him before us. 
See Pſal.16.8. have ſet the Lord always 
before me,that I might not fall. There are 
two things to be confidered for the 
Clearing of this firſt point. 

1. Tharthe Almighty God doth fill 
heavey and earth with his preſence. 
"2. Thar it is one of the greateſt en- 
gagements tw engage a Chriſtian to 
waik in all well-ple: ſing tro God, to 
conſider heis always in the preſence of 
God. 1. That he is preſent in all places, 
at all times, beholding all adtions, will 
appcat by thcſe Scriptures. Prov.15.3. 
The eye of the Lord is inevery place,behold- 
ing the evil and the good. Jer:23,23 Aml1 
a God at hand (aith the Lord )and not afar 
off ? Can any hide himſelf in ſecret places, 
that I ſhall not ſee him((aith the Lord)? 90 
Pot 1 fill heaven and eartht2Chr.16.9. For 


the eye: of the Lord run to and fro thraugh- 
086 
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out the whole earth,&c. Plal.139.7.Whi- 
ther ſhall 1 go from thy Spirit, or whither 
fhall I flee from thy preſence ? If 1 aſcend 
up unts Heaven, thou art there ;, if 1 make 
my bed in, Hell, behold thou art there, v.$. 
If 1 take the wines of the morning, and flie 
to the uttermoſt parts of the earth, even 
there ſhall thy hand lead me, and thy right 
hand hid me. If 1 ſay, ſurely the darkneſs 
fhall cover me, even the night ſhall be light 
about me, v.11. Tea, the darkneſs hideth 
not from thee , but the light [hineth as the 
day, the darkneſs and the light are both a- 
like to thee, oc, 

Thas we (ce the Lords preſence is e- 
verywhere : and yet where is there a 
man or woman that doth believe ir, or 
ſee him? The men and women yet in 
the ſtate of darkneſs(which is the great- 
eſt part) theſe neither ſee it nor believe 
it: And then for the Saints, (which are 
but few, a liccle lock)I dare ſay,nort one 
of ten of them have ſo (cr ro their ſeals 
co this truch, thar the Lord: God. Al- 


I 4 mighty 
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mighty bs preſent in all places, ar all 
times, beholding all actions wharſo- 
ever. Gen.28.16. And Jacob ſaid, Sure- 
&y the Lord is tm this place, and I knew it 
not, Job 9.11. Lo, he gocth by me, and 1 
ſee b1m not ; He paſſeth on alſo, and 1 per- 
egive him not. And as he is by us,and we 
do nor {ec him, fo he ſpeaketh often 
une vs,and we dp nor hear him. $ome- 
wmes he fpegkerh ro- us by a voice, 
Iſa. 39-2 1. fomerimes he ſpeaketh to us 
Þy rhe motions of the Spirit within us : 
fometimes he ſpeaketh- to us by men tn 
our own likeneſs, L»k. 10. 16.Sometimes 
he ſpeaks tous when we be aſleep on our 
beds, lob 33.14,15,16. God ſpeaketh once, 
Woarmice, yet man percetveth it not : Ina 
dream, 1n 4 viſion of the night, when deep 
fleep falleth upon man,then he openeth their 
tars,and ſeuleth their inſtructions. Oh let 
us then fee his face, and hear his voice; 
For fweer is his voice, and his counte- 
Hance 1s pforious, 8c. 

2. Let us confider,that it is one of the 
rat greateſt 
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greateſt engagements to engage a Chri- 
ſtian ta walk in all wellpleaſing ro God, 
to conlider he is always in the preſence 


. of God. 


I have kept thy precepts (ſaith David) 
How ſo, David 2 why, ( ſaith he) AZ 
my wayes are before thee , Pal. 119.168. 
Plal.16 8. 1 have ſet the Lord alwayes be- 


fore me, and becauſe he is at my right hand 


I ſhall not fall. Plal-26.3.Thy loving kind- 
neſs is before mine eyes, ſo 1 bave walked 
in thy trmth, 

Now theſe men that do not behold 
the preſence of the Lord ſtill before 
them, are ready upon all occaſions to 
rebell againſt him. F/al. 86. 14. The proud 
men, & the malitious violent men are riſen 


againſt me, for they do not ſet the Lord be- 


fore them. As of God, in the ſight of God, 
(peak we in Chriſt, 2 Cor.2.17. As ifhe 


had ſaid; When we come to do-any 
thing, wedo it ſo, as knowing the all» 
ſceing eye of God 1s taking notice not 


only of the aRion that we do, but __ 
v1 


128 The Weavers Shuttle diſplayed, 
of the principle from which we a& : he 
endcavours in all his aRivoas to have the 
ſame ends in all he doth , as God hath 
commanded him to have. When a ſoul 
apprehends it (elf tg be in the preſence 
of his M1: cr, it Jab:urs ro compoſe it 
ſelf, as bejcemin2 the preſence before 
whom it is. So it <nceavours to make 
the will of God-his rule,and the glory of 

God his greateſt defien, and his word 
and Spirit his guice : Ir comes to God 

_ fordireQtion,laying, O Lord,lead me in 

thy way ! Ir expects from God prote- 
tion , And do thou protett me in this way 

'of thr »: And (0 it depends upon God 

'for attiſtance in what it doth, and for a 
bleſhng uponall ic doth. Exod. 33- I4z 
'25. The Lord ſaid unto Moſes, My pr6- 

ſerie ſhall go with thee, and 1 will grvc thee 
reſt, Moſes was fo taken with that word, 
that he breaks forth,v.5. If thy preſence 
20 10t with us, carry us not from hence. 

__ © "Ina word, the Lord, even the Father 

| of ourLord Teſs Chriſt;is always _u 

0 ent 
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-works of darineſs. Now God is lighy, 
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ſent, and the holy Ghoſt is always pre-' 
ſent : 1 fill heaven and earth with my 
preſence, (aith the Farher,Fer. 23.24.50, 
1 am with you to the end of the world; faith 
the Son : Bur the manifeſtation of this 
is by the Spirit ; and there are but very 
few that have this Spirit, and ſo no 
wonder that men are ſo ignorant-of 
Gods preſence; the Spirit would have 
diſcovered it 3 but men, what licth 
in them,docither quench ir, or reſiſt it. 
My friends, we live in an Age, where- 
in men are talking much of pertetion; 
behold, here is the way to attain it, to 
put thy ſelf always in che preſence of 
God, and ler all thy walks be before 
him. Gen.17.1. 1 am God Alſufficient 
(or the Almighty God; ) walk before mit, 
and be thou perfeff. ——- O56 
If we walk not inthe preſence of God, 
then we walk in darkneſs, and do- the 


and in himthere is no darkneſs at all: 


thoſe then thar ſet the Lord always be- 
- BY fore 
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fore them, are in the lighe, and ſo do 
walk in che light, as children of the 
light. 

2: Theſecond thing to be confider- 
ed, thar ſo we might be taken off the 
world, and make Religion our buſineſs, 
is, That we have bur a few days to live 
in this world, and they flic away faſter 
and ſwifter then the weavers Shuttle, Job 
7.6. Wherefore if we do think or 
judge, thar there be any thing for us ro 
do, either for God, or our ſ{clves, do ir 
preſently, work whiles it is days for the 
aight cometh in which no man can work, 
Foh 9.4. It chou wilt hear his voice, ler 
x beas in Hcb.3.13.15, To day, &c. 

Thou knoweſt not whether thou ſhalr 
| have another day ; for none of us do 
know what a day may bring forth : bur 
becauſe I have wricten ſo long of this 
ſubje& in che firſt part of this Book(cal- 
led The Weavers Shattle diſplayed, or the 
: ſwiftneſs thereof unfolded,) I ſhall in this 
-place only cice a few Scriptures , that 
<107 ſpeak 
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ſpeak of our frailty, and fo paſs this 
point over. 7867.6. & Iſa.38.12. and 
Iſa. 64.6. 8& Ifa.40 7. & Pſa.102.3. & 
Job.7.7. 2 $4m.14.14. % Hoſ.10.7. & 
Fam.4.14. & 1 Chron.29.15:& Pſ.39.5. 

3- It we make not Religion our bu- 
fineſs, we ſhall loſe much of our com- 
fort here, in point of our well being 
for if we were not wanting to our ſelvs, 
we might live in heaven while our bo. 
dies were here upon earth, Phil.3.20, 
For our converſation i in heaven; and this 
cauſed the Saints exceedingly to re- 
joyce, 2 Cor. 1.12. For our Yejoycing 8 
thes, the teſtimony of our Conſcience, that 
in ſimplicity, and godly ſincerity, we have 
had our converſation in the world ,Pſa.1190 
6. Then ſhall 1 not be aſhamed, when 1 
ſha#l have reſpei# unto all thy Commands 
ments - Whar 1s the matter that one: 
is crying,another is fi:hing, and a third 
| perplexed,and a fourth in deſpaire why, 
fin 1s the cauſe; if a man made Religion 
\ his buſineſs, fo that his ways did Rug 
thc 
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- the Lord, even his enemies ſhould beat 


peace with him, Prov. 16.7. 1 


- Nay further, He jball deliver thee in 
ſex troubles, yea in ſeven, there ſhall be no 
evil touch thee: in famine he will preſerve 
thee from death, and in war, from the 
power of the ſword, thou ſhalt be hid from 
the ſcourge of the tonzue,neuther ſhalt thou 
be afraid -of deſtruit;8n when it cometh : 
thou ſhalt be in league with the ſtones of 
the field, and the beaſts of the earth ſhall 
be at peace with thee: thy tabernacle ſhalt 
be at peace, and thou ſhalt not fin, Job 5. 
. 19,20321,22,23,24,&C. 

In a-word, what brings all the miſe- 
ries upon our. bodtes, and plagues upon 
- our fouls, bur fins and how ſhall we re- 
frain.from fin, unleſs we make Religion 
our:-bultneſs 2 which it we did do ,, we 
ſhould | 

r.Not fear the faces of men, Mat .10.28, 
2. When we did ſuffer cicher in our bo- 
dies or eſtates, we ſhould be (o far froun 
murmuring- or -complaining ,, that our 

Job: hearts' 
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hearts would be raken np altogether 
with ſinging, praiſing, and rejoycingz 
Alts 6.25, & Luk 6.22.23. & 1 Pet.3; 
14,17. & 1 Pet.12,13.14415 16. n 

3- We ſhould have a fellowſhip with 

Chriſt in all our ſufferings, as in Phil. 
. 10, 

| 4. We ſhould be great gainers by all 
our ſufferings, Kom.5.3. 1 Pet.2.19.20. 

5. We ſhould accompt the worſt of 
them both lighe and ſhort, 2 Cor.4.17. 
For our light affl: ions which are bur 
fr 2 moment , work for us a far more 
excellent and eternal weight of glory, 
Rom. 8.:8. 

If we made Religion our bufineſs 
with P:iw/, we ſhould ſhould ſay in our 
ſufferings as he did, 2 Cor. 4.8,9, We 
be troubled on every ſide yet not diſlreſſed, 
we are perplexed, but not in deſpair, perſe- 
cuted but not forſaken : caſt down , bat 
not deſtroyed, oc. 

In a word, 1 know nothing rhat keeps 
all good things from us, and brings att 

;9 miſcries 
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whence come wars and fightings among you? 
Come they not hence, ever of your luſts that 
war in your members ? Oh then, let Reli- 
gion be thy buſineſs, and not fin. 
1s Becaule fin is contrary to the na- 
ture of God; ir doth diſhonour him. 
2.Ir's moſt injurious co thy ſelf, as bath 
been proved : for it brings all the mi- 
{eries upon thee, that have; do, or ſhall 
ever befall chee : As ſoon as ever thou 
| finneſt, the puniſhmear lieth at the door, 
Oh then, if the love of Chriſt will nor 
conſtrain, yer ler the fear of puniſhment 
compel thee and meto refrain from fin. 
Rows. 2. 9. Tribubation and anguiſh pon 
every ſoul of man that doth evil,both of the 
lew axd the Gentiles. Oh let us not do 
tharc abominable thing, which the Lord 
doth hate. Sin maketh a man abomina- 


' . ble both in the ſight of God and good 


men. -Bercer it were to ſuffer a thouſand 
wrangs,then co commit one fin : Thou 
mayett: have comfort in thy ſufferings 

© 2, | Wrong- 


miſeries upon us,but fin. ?aw.q«1. From 


wrongfully, thou oughreft to rejoyce in 
it ; bur when thou doefſt fin, thou ſhale 
ſuffer as an'evil doer , thou art buffered 
for thy faults: in this thou canſt not glo- 
ry, but bluſh with ſhame. Wherefore if 
chou art not able to ſay with Joſeph , 
How ſhall 1 d6this great evil, & ſin againſt 
God ? yer (ay with Thamar, How ſhall 1 
do this evil, and cauſe my name to ſlink a- 
mong the ſons and danghters of men: Do 
bur a little mark diligently , and thou 
ſhalt find(if thy Conſcience be not fear- 
cd,) as ſoon as ever fin iscommitted,thy 
conſcience checks thee,thy hearr ſmites 
thee, thy foes laugh at thee, thy friends 
orieve and pitty thee, nay, more then 
chis, thou doſt crucifie afreſh Chriſt Je- 
ſus, and purtreſt him to an open ſhame; as 
Heb.6.6. 

Whar is the reaſon thou haſt ſo many 
enemies, and ſo few friends 2 Sin is the 
cauſe, as Prov.16.7. & lob 5.20,21,&Cc- 
Thou' arr deprived of many comforts 
that others do enjoy : Why * fin is the 

K cauſe” 


and the ſwiftneſs thereof wnfolded. ny hk. 
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hide his face from chee 2 Why, whar's 
the cauſe 2 Your fins and iniquities have 
made him to hide his face. Wherefore 
avth the living man ſo complain,but for the 
puniſhment of hu fin ? Lam. 3.39. | 
Wherefore is there ſo much weeping 
in this N.tion 2 One wceps for his fa- 
ther, another for his mother, one for his 


one Relation, fome for another : Why: 


brother,another for his ſiſter, ſome for | 
doſt thou weep for them © Oh, they be | 


bedead,or dying ! Why, what broughr 
this unavoidable Death into the world? 
CA? ſ It was fin,it was fin:The wages of 
fin t aeath, Rom.6.23. | 
Ina word ; Sin hath flain our father, 
deceived our mother, cheated 8: almoſt 
undone all our brethren,and defiled our. 
filters, wounded our children, and plun- 


dered all our kindred to the skin, and 


cauſe of it, ler.5.25.Doth the Almighty 


Dt 


» «af 


I 


lefc.chem as poor as 1b, One fin cauſed 
Adam to fall, and ſo infetted the whole 


world : One fin cauſed the Angels to | 
| be Þ 


xd the ſwiftmeſs thereof unfolded, 135 © 


| bGecaſt out of Heaven : One fin cauſed 


Sanl to be uiterly caſt off from being 
King , alchough he was anointed King 
by the Lord his ſpecial appointment * 
' Ananias and Sapphira for one lye wete 
ſtricken with preſent death. Befides,fin 
defiles a man totally : it beginneth at 
the underſtanding,and foto the will and 
.affeQtion : ic will cake in every faculty 
of the ſoul, and endeavour to att in eve- 
. .*ty member of the body , it doth defile 
. a maneternally, it robs us of the Image 
of God, it robs us of his preſence : it 
will promiſc us peace, and bring ns into 
trouble ; it will promiſe as honour, and 
bring us into diſgrace; it will promiſe 
ts liberty, and bring tis into bondage g 
it will promiſe us life , and bring ns 6o 


... death: it will hide Pride under the name 


of decencie ; it will bring in Covetouſ- 
nes under the name of good husbandryy 
. it will clothe Drunkennefs & Glutrony 
under the name of good-fellowſhip, 1&  ! 
wilt hide Frowardneſs under the name + | 

K 2 of © 


of zeal. Ina word, as the aQts of fin be 
numerous, ſo the effects of fin are-vipe- 
rous:: Sin was the firſt founder of hell, 
and laid the firſt ſtone thereof, and is the 
ſole cauſe of all the torments therein ; 
and yet all rhis is but the effe of ſin; 


the eflence of it, which is the cauſe of 


all theſe evils, muſt needs be much more 
abominable : hence ſin is called poy- 
ſon, and ſinners are called ſcrpents , fin 
1s called mire, & finners ſwine; fin & fin- 
ners are called darknes, blindnes,ſhame, 
nakedneſs, folly, madneſs. In a word, 
whatſoever is filthy, defeQive,infeive, 
painful and hunful , proceeds from this 
naſty; filthy,and ſtinking fountain: and 
one fin vertually more orleſs,containeth 
in it the nature of all ſin. | 
No ſooner did one fin fit upon our fa- 
ther Adam his heart,burt he had all finin 
him, which infe&ed him and all his po- 
ſtericy, and ſo defiled him and all his 
poſteriry erernally ; ſo thar as I ſaid be- 
fore, nothing can waſh- away the ſtain 
| thereof, 
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thereof, bur the precious blood of the 
Lord Feſws Chriſt : ſhall we thenlive in 
that for which Chriſt died 2 ſhall rhar 
be our life which was his death 2 ſhall 
we indeed enjoy the pleaſure of fin; and 


no, let us improve the preſent motions of 
the Spirit in us againſt fin , leaſt che Spi- 
rit of God ceaſe ſtriving with thee, and 
me, and fo we ſhall fall ro commit fin 
with greedineſs, without any reluQancy. 
£O all ye ſons and daughters of 
men, put on all the armour of God, 
{tand on your guards ; make ready for 
your ſoul-murthering enemy , whoſe 
name is Zegioz, never be at peace with 
him, maintain a continual war againſt 
him z acquaint all che men and women 
inthe world of his baſe deceitful cheat- 
ing tricks, that their ill ſavour in the-no- 
ſtrils of all men and women under the 
Sun may make chem loath it, and ſtand 
upon their guards to oppoſe ic; and if 
nc love of Chriſt doth not conſtrain 


Chriſt undergo the torment of fin © No, 


K 3 you, 


140 The Peavers Shuttle diſplaged, 
you, yer let the fear of puniſhment com- 
pel you to refrain from that abominable | 
thing called fin ; If thou canſt nor ſay. 
with Jfeph, Gen.39.9. How (hall I dg 
this great evil, ani ſin againſt my God ? 
Yer thoucanſt ſay with Thamar, 2 $4m, 
17,15. & 13. verles. If I ſhould commit 
this ſin, whither ſhould 1 ciuſe my ſhame 
f0. 20? $9 much thill (zrve at preſent to | 
be written of the third particular,to wir, 
that if we made it our buſineſs ro fallow 
the Lord, and were nor wanting to our 
{clyes, we miyhe have our converſati 
ons in heaven,even whiles we live upon 
the carth,and be more then Conqueroy|, - 
oyer thoſe (ins thit do often conquer 
» That Religion may be our mal 
work, let us confider that tho Lord tha 
made us hath undertaken the care of us 
He commands us to wait on him,and h 
Will feed us and cloath us, 

We have buc a body and aſc ul, ani 
bath we received trom the Almight 
God, who hath yndertaken to provi 


V— 
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pars : and ſo much the rather, becauſe * 


and the ſwiftneſs thirtof unfolded. tar 
for nor only the being, but alſo the wel- 
being of both : only he requires -of us 
to ſeek unto him, and to wait upon him 
in the uſe of thoſe means inſtitured by 
himſclf, without roo much carefulneſs, 
1 Cor.7.32. But 1 would have you without 
carefulneſs; that is,ſo to uſe this world, 
as it we uſed it not : ot not ſoufing ir as 
moſt do, by roo much doting upon it, 
and cleaving unto it, as cMartrva did s 
bur rather with Mary chooſe the better 


of thoſe many promites of ſo many le- 
geacies left us by the Lord in his word': 
as to inſtance ina few; Pſal.39.5. Com- 
mit thy way nnto the Lord. troſt in him,and 
he ſhall bring it to paſs. Commit or rol 
thy way upon him. Pſal.55.22. Caſt thy 
burther upon the Lord. Prav.16.3, Com- 
mit thy works unto the Lord,  and-thy 
ghouzhts ſhall be eſtubliſhed. 1 Pet.'5,/9, 
Caſt all thy care upon him, for he careth for. 
thee; and hath faid, that He will never 
leave thee nor forſake thee, Heb. 13.5 
K 4 Some 


h , 


"3 
"Some Expoſitors upon this Text do 
om , that the Greek word hath five 
ximes rogether, 1 will never, never never, 
ſ never, never fail thee nor forſake thee : to 
* aflure us of the truth of this. O my 
friends, doth God rake care for Oxen, 
and feed Ravens, and clothe Lillies and 
rake care of Sparrows 2 and will he nor, 


l __ X n we? Fg 
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much more take care for Man, whom he 


- hath made Lord of all cheſe creatures ? 
 Read,and well confider from the 19. to 
the 34. verſe of Matth.6. There we find 


- In that one Chapter cen arguments that 


Chriſt hath laid down to aſſure us thar 
he rakerh care of us. Pſal 27 3. Truſt in 


g - the Lord,and do 00d, and verily thou ſhalt 


& fee, and [o ſhalt thou dwell in the land. 
e 17m. 6,7, &c. 
We brought nothing into the world; 


; andir is certain we can carry nothing 
” out; and having food and raiment , Ie 


us he therewith c content: Bur they that 
be rich, fall into rempration and a 
Lage, and into- many fooliſh and uy 


BIT. Ca, 


{om luſts, which drown men in 


| giving more then we were able ro as 


" art A; 20s »— 1. in and py o 4 : » « : AY 
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perdirt-: * 
on and deſtruQtion - For the love of:mo-! 
ney is the root of all evil, 8c. But thou: 
O man of God, flee theſe things, and: 
follow after righteouſneſs , godlineſs, 
faith, love, patience, mecknels, &c. 
- 5, Conſider, that this God that hath 
undertaken the care of us, is afaichful þ 
God, and will make good every tittle- } 
promiſed : He hath nar only ſaid, but} 
{worn, and ſcaled that oath with his © 
blood, to aſfure us that he will make. } 
good whatſoever he hath promi-# 
ſed. Beſides, that he is a faithful Godz "| 
keeping promiſe in every ticrle tro ahaits/ | 
breadth,both Old and New Teſtament _ | 
doth abundantly declare and reſtifie: fo þ 
that we have not only witneſſes, but. 
clouds of witneſſes , be{1des our own''ex« 
eriences and inward evidences, that we # 
mo not only read, but experimeneally | 
found him to be a God keeping'cove-.” 
nant,a God keeping promilc;yca.a God: 4 
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244 The Weavers Sbuttle aiſptiyed, 
# orthink : ſo that we can craly ſay, we 1 
"never found him worſe then his word, 
bur ofcen better ; for he never {aid unto 
us, Seek ye me in vain - He hath often 
knocked at the door of our hearts, and - |} 
| waited upon us to fh:w inercy 5o us t: 

| there is no one thing that he hath pro- 
| miſed eirher for foul or hody, for our { 
| being or well-being , but ſhall be made 
| goodtousini'stime. And that he hath 
- promiſed to give us food and raimenr, 
| and all things necefſry for us ; you may 
| fee it doth clcerly appear in the fore- 
| going head,to wir,che 4.particular. And 


|. that he 1s faichful and true, and will make 
'.t good, doth clearly appear by thele 
and- the like Scriptures. 1 Tim. 1.15. 
' BHeb.10.23.Mat.24.35.Luk 16.17.T1t.1.2. 
| I Cor.10.13. Dent. 7.9. 1 Cor.1.9.1Theſ. 
| $-24« 2 Theſ.3.3.2 Tim.2.13.Heb.1t.11, {| 
£ $ 7oh.1.9. l 

.6- If weconlider theſe fivethings (e- 
MHoufly, ic will beger in us chis unſpeak- | 
"ablc benefir, namely, To behold 2 hay 

O 


0 


and the ſwiftneſ thereof 


of Providence in, and read ns —_—_ 
every diſpenſation: You, and I ſhould * 
ſay with 1966, when we looſe all, bleſſed 
be the name of the Lord, and with Paul © 
Phil.4.1t. 1 have learned in whatſoever. 
ate 1 am, therewith to be contented - and | 
ſo we ſhall ſerve him wichove fear, and | 
not be afraid of Armies of men, and | 
Legions of Devils. Pſal. 3.6. He will nas |: 
| fear death and hell: Why 2 becaufe he} 
will ſee both overcome by Feſus Chrifp | [ 
Death that was the King of cerrours, | 
hach now loſt his ſting, 1 Cor.15. 56: 
and the Devil hath loſt his power, as 1@ 
one thar is in Chriſt, for heis overcome} 
by Chriſt, Heb.2.14. Sin alſo, the cauſs} 
of death, which did ſhut the dob#'g 
Gods mercy and grace-uporr us; is'overa 
come for us by Chriſt , upon whomrit 
was laid, 1/4.5 3.6. And ſo hemadean'tm 
of tranſgreſsion and ſin. 
The world alſo char did foofrend 
ceive us, and perplex us, is overce Tt 


{ for us by Jeſus Chrifh, Fab, 16.235, 


tos 


F146 TheWeavers Shuttle diſplayed, 
* F. + The Law alſo which brought in ma- 
ny Bills of Indictment againſt us, is ful- 
filled by Chriſt for us, Rom. 10.4. 
The Juſtice of the Almighty, that 
did lic in the way of our peace and 
- quier, until] ir. was ſatisfied, 1s now ta- 
ken away quite, and appeaſed towards 
all true Bechevers by the Lord Teſus 
Chriſt, Pſal. $5.10. So that now, come 
what will come, all ſhall work rogether 
;forthe gaod of thoſe that love God. 
If proſpericy come, let us behold God 
ſmiling upon us, and trying of us : 
| Tf impriſonment come, ler us with 
Paw and Silas ſing Plalms : if tribulati- 
on come, ler us rcjoyce, knowing thar 
tribulation ſhall work patience, and pa- 
tence experience, and experience hope, 
and hope maketh not aſhamed. 
- Ina word, if our wills were refigned 
ap- into his will, we ſhould be ſaying 
ach words : Good is the word of the Lord, 
es him ao what ſeemeth him good , for 
_ can: ſeparate me from the love of 
ES GC 
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God in Chriſt, Rom. 8. 38,39: Neither Þ 
can any thing do me harm, Rom.8.28. | 
7. This 1s the way to have our cons |: 
verſation in Heaven, whileſt we live on | 
| the carth. Now what makes Heaven, | 
, but Union and Communion with God 
: tn Jeſus Chriſt : now this being atrain- 
þ able in this life, what hinders bur a 
Chriſtian may live in Heaven whileſt he 
lives upon carth, 1/0þ.1.3.Truly, onr fel- 
low(hip © with the F ather, and with his Son 
leſus Chriſt.Phil.3.20. Onr converſation 
is in heaves : again, 1 live, yet not 1, but © 
Chriſt liveth in mg + and the life which 1 + 74 
now live in the fleſh , 1 live by the Faith of © ©: 
the Son of God, Gal.2.20.All theſe were 
men on carth, ſubjec co infirmities, as 
weare, and yer they lived in Heaveny 
and theſe things are left written in the 
Scriptures for our learning, to wind up- 
our hearts to the like frame. Ler Relig 12 
on be our buſineſs then, and more time. . i/$ 
ſpent on thar,and leſs time on the world, 4: 
For as hath been ſaid before, the times: * 
ſhort:the remaigder of our ſeaſonis now” : 
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"Tx8 The Weavers Shurtle diſplayed, 
© falding up, as a Sail or Currain into 
+ natrow room:time is ſhort,and life ſhor- 
+ ter, and the end of all things is at hand- 
Thus have I endeavoured as briefly as I 
could , to lay before thee whoſoever 
| thou art that readeſt thefe lines, 07s. 
the ſhortneſs of mans life, or 
: fewneſs of his days,and the many ' miſe- 
- ies that do befall him, and how a 
| Chriſtian might, if not efcape them, 
- yet haverthem leſſened and ſweetned tin- 
> ro him; ſo chat he might walk through 
\ theſe Seas of rroubles and winds, and 
- Hoods of afflitions and fiery rials, by 
- open & ſecret buff:rrings from thy ma- 
ay encemics, and ſometimes from pre- 
* gended friends, and neer relations with 
; comfort. &c. Was not Abel murthered 
'his brother; Noab mocked by his 
; fons: 7ob and David ſcoffed by their 
'. wives? was not Jacob chreatened by his 
brother, baniſhed from his Father, abu- 
+ fed by his uncle?in the day he was con« 
| func wich hear, Gen. 31.40. inthe night 
- wi th froſt : then there aroſe a m_—_ 
996 C- 


they both run from their father, & now 
ſee a freſh purſuir behinde him, Labas 
following him with an hue and cry, ber 
forc him, Eſas coming with four hun» 
| dred men; to go forward intolerable z 
| togo backward unavailable, then a lit- 
cle after his wife Rac hel dies: his daugh- 
rer Dinah is raviſhed ; his ſon Reaber lies 
with his Concubines : then his ſon, his 
| loſeph they report is loft : and now ſce 

a man of forrows indeed ! 1 will go down, 
ſaith he, 10 the grave, unto my ſons, 
mourning .: after this a Famine begins, 
| and another of his ſons in priſon , and 
nothing can receem him bur his only 
| Benjamin: here was loſs of ſon after ſons 


now ye take away Benjamin : all theſe 
+ . things are againſt me: Thus every Chris 


and the ſwiftneſs thereof unfolded. 149; 
berwecen his two wives, two fiſters 7 
brawling for one husband, after this, - } 


loſeyh i not, Simeon us not, ſaith he, aud # 


ſtian mote orleſs; rhough he be a few 
days, yer they are full of trouble, and 
both flic away faſter then the Weavers 
ſhuttle:we if well confidered will ronze 7 
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lives and liberties, health, friends, wealth, plea- 
fares, honours, and privil-dges are in ſuch ex- 
rremity of exrraordinary uncertainties : I ſay, 
the ſerious conſideration hereof, might ſerve co 
rouze up all forts of men, co improve the pre. 
ſent time to the belt advantage;; that fo they 
might have an unſhiken foundation of true ſpi. 
ritual peace and conſolation: F or we muſt al die, 
and that ſpeedily: onr days flie away ſwifcer then 
the weavers Shuttle. Iris ſaid, that when the 
Egyptians found their firſt born dead in their 
Families, there was a great cry throughout EZ. 
£7ps, agrearicry.in every Family : Now were 
we as ſenſible of our ſouls as we are of our bo- 
. Gies, oh whac a Sreat cry would there be in moſt 
- Of otir Familics | one crying our, and ſaying, 
>” O Lord,! have a dead childe ! another, OLord, 


+ Fhave a dead'feryanc ! another, O Lord,l have 
-» a dead wife in my Family, whoſe foul is dead : 


> anveher, 1have a dead hucband, a dead friend'; 
} TE hood doch nor raiſe them ſpeedily, [ 
#- fear they will die the ſecond death, from whence 
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+ there js no redemprion:for they (hall be caſt in- 
/”. coeveriaſting fire, which is an inculerable erer- 
{ ity: our life is like a catidle in a paperLanthorn; 
here's but a breath berween us & heaven or hel. 
"1 aberefore, Q earth, earth, earth, bear the voice of the Lords 
AJoi6 wbzle it 15 called to day, which is [wifter then the wee 
-* ers. [buttle, FINIS, 


. upthoſe many ſleepy profeſſors, living in cheſt g 
crazy times, and ſlippery days, wherein both 


mes. * 


